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ECAFE Groups Hold Meetings 
At Kuala pets and Bangkok 


The Fourteenth Annual Session of the United Nations Commis. 
sion for Asia and the Far East, being held at Kuala Lumpur, Federa. 
tion of Malaya, from March 5-15, is expected to be highlighted by the 








discussion of a Commission report which reviews the economic situa. | 


tion in Asia. 


sion, of the Committee on Industry and Natural Resources met, also at 
Kuala Lumpur. The First Session of ECAFE’s Committee on Trade 
was held at Bangkok, January 20-27. 


The U. S. Delegation at the com- 
mission meeting is headed by Homer 
M. Byington, Jr., U. S. Ambassador 
to the Federation of Malaya; and Wal- 
ter M. Kotschnig, Director, Office of 
International Economic and Social Af- 
fairs, Department of State, serves as 
alternate. Other members of the U. S. 
Delegation serving as advisers are: 
William W. Copeland, Public Affairs 
Officer, U. S. Embassy, Manila; Walter 
K. Davis, Agricultural Attache, U. S. 
Embassy, Kuala Lumpur; William W. 
Diehl, Chief, Far Eastern Division, Of- 
fice of International Finance, Depart- 
ment of Treasury; Edward R. Fried, 
American Consulate General, Hong 
Kong; George R. Jacobs, First Secre- 
tary and U. S. Liaison Officer to 
ECAFE, American Embassy, Bangkok; 





ey 


Davis A. Kearns-Preston, Deputy Dj. 
rector, Far Eastern Division, Bureay 
of Foreign Commerce, Department of 
Commerce; Francis L. Mayer, Deputy 
Assistant Economic Coordinator, U. §, 
Operations Mission, Seoul, Korea; 
Clyde R. McAvoy, Assistant U. S. Li- 
aison Officer to ECAFE, American Em- 
bassy, Bangkok; and Rufus Burr Smith, 
Officer in Charge, Economic Affairs, 
Office of South Asian Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State. 

The U. S. Representative to the Com- 
mittee on Industry and Natural Re. 
sources was Walter Kotschnig who was 
assisted by the same advisers as are 
serving for the Commission meeting, 
with the exception of Mr. Davis and 


(Continued on page 31) 





Field Offices Give Service on ICA Programs 


The International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ICA) endeavors to keep 
the Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce fully informed on 
ICA programs, policies, and procure- 
ment. The Field Offices are thus in 
a position to assist American busi- 
nessmen on matters relating to ICA- 
financed procurement, marking regu- 
lations, investment guaranties, the 
Development Loan Fund, and other 
programs. 

Staffed with personnel with wide 
experience in international trade and 
investment they are well equipped to 
provide practical service to foreign 
traders. Such traders are invited to 
make full use of the Department’s 
nearest Field Office. 


at ee N. Mex., 321 Post Office 
“Thence: 7-0311. 

jaca, 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 
Luckie St., N.W. JAckson 2-4121. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bidg. Liberty 2-5600. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Bidg., 117 
Ellicott St. MAdison 4216. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
2 — West "End Broad St. Phone: 

dad 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bidg., 16th 

St. and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 


Chicago 6, Ill., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Bivd. ANdover 3-36U0. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. DUnbar 1-2200. 

Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bldg., E. ‘6th St. and Superior Ave. 
CHerry 1-7900. 


Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104 Merchandise 
Mart. Riverside 8-5611. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
KEystone 4-4151. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
WoOodward 3-9330. 

Greensboro, N. C., 407 U. 8. Post Office 
Bldg. Phone: 3-8234. 

Houston 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
Bidg. CApitol 2-7201. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
ELgin 4-7111. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Room 2011, 911 Wal- 
nut St. BAltimore 1-7000 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., Room 450, 1031 8 
Broadway, Richmond 9-4711. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 5 
JAckson 6-3426. 

Miami 32, Fla., 316 U. S. Post Office Bldg. 
FRanklin 9-5431. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bidg. FEderal 2-3244. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 
EXpress agg 

New York 1, N. Y¥., Empire State Bidg. 
LOngacre 3-3: 3377. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., Jefferson Bldg., 1015 
Chestnut St. ‘WaAlnut 3-2400. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 187 N. Second Ave, 
ALpine oseel. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
GRant 1-5370. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Court- 
house and P. O. Bldg. CApitol 6-3361. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. Phone: 2-7133. 
Richmond 19, Va., 409 Post Office Bldg. 
Milton 4- 9471. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
MAin 1-8100. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
St. EMpire 4-2552. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. YUkon 6- 3111. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
P. ©. Bidg. ADams 2-4755. 


Seattle 4, Wash., 809 Federal Office Bids. 
909 First Ave. MUtual 3300. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Coffee Market Weakens, Prices Rise 





Colombia Faces Critical Year : 


The year 1958 undoubtedly will prove to be a critical period for 


the Colombian economy. 


The most obvious danger signs are the weakening of the coffee 
_ market, continued rising prices, sm the resumption of inflationary 


- monetary conditions. 


Payment of the remaining U. S. commercial backlog accounts 
was delayed in December because of the $70-million issue of 4-percent 


| notes which are being used to pay the 40-percent cash portion of the 


settlements was exhausted, and it was found necessary to secure 
Wiance of an additional $15-million issue with the Securities and 


Exchange Commission (SEC). 


The SEC granted registration of the 


notes effective February 20. The Central Bank hoped to clear up 
the remaining accounts in approximately two weeks after the notes 


| are issued. 


Criticism continued. over the size of 


the Government’s proposed 1958 budget, 
| which was altered by a decree on 


January 29. The decree cut the appro- 
priations of all Ministries but Educa- 
tion by 7 percent, and devoted the 
savings to refinancing the Banco 
Popular. This action, which did not re- 
duce the 1,463-million pesos (approx- 
imately US$210 million) budgeted, will 
increase the pressure for supplemental 
appropriations by the Ministries re- 
ceiving the cuts. 

Total means of payment rose in De- 
cember by 114 million pesos. The net 
increase in the last 6 months of 1957 
was 2.3 percent. The first half of 1957 


| showed the most substantial rise—11 
| pereent—which made 


the percentage 
increase for the total year 13.6 per- 
cent as opposed to 249 percent in 
196. The Central Bank’s manager 
maintained that the increase in the 
last quarter of 1957 was the result 
of seasonal factors; however it appears 


_more likely that given current credit 


| restrictions, the increase was the conse- 


quence of financing coffee retentions. 
Loans to the Coffee Federation had 
reached 468 million pesos by the end 
of January. 


Certificate, Exchange Rates Rise 


Both certificate and free dollar ex- 
thange rates jumped sharply in January, 
causing dismay to importers and mer- 
chants. The certificate rate, which 
opened in January at 5.45 pesos, reached 
390 by the end of the month—most 
if the rise coming in the last week. 


At 5.90, the certificate rate steadied, 


ind did not vary more than one point 
in the first 12 days of February. With 
the 10-percent import tax, the present 
fective import rate is approximately 
450 pesos to $1. 

| During January the free dollar rate 
lise from 6.20 pesos to a high of 6.79, 
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from which it reacted to 6.77 on Feb- 
ruary 11. 

The sharp rise in the certificate rate 
apparently was the result of the sub- 
stantial demand for dollars to pay for 
imports authorized as much as 5 
months previously, together with panic 
buying by importers who wished to 
pay their drafts ahead of maturity in 
order to cut exchange losses. In addi- 


tion, there was a lower than normal 


certificate supply resulting from sharp- 
ly decreased coffee shipments. The free 
dollar market is reported to be ex- 
tremely thin, and rate movements tend 
to follow those of the certificate. 
Import authorizations for the month 
of January amounted to US$20.5 million. 





Cleveland World Trade 


Conference Set 


“New Dimension in World 
Trade—A Challenge to Industry” 
is the theme of the 13th Annual 
Cleveland World Trade -Confer- 
ence to be held on April 10, at 
the Carter Hotel in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

This conference, under the aus- 
pices of the Cleveland World 
Trade Association and the Cleve- 
land Chamber of Commerce, will 
be an allday affair with each ses- 
sion touching on a vital part of 


foreign trade, economic ~ condi- 
tions, operations, markets, and 
their importance to peace, *se- 


curity, and prosperity in the 
United States and abroad. . 

The conference is open to all 
persons interested in discussions 
of the pertinent issues facing 
world traders today. Arrange- 
ments can be made through the 
Cleveland World Trade Associa- 
tion, 400 Union Commerce Build- 
ing, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 











This is the smallest amount authorized 
in any one month since last May 1957, 
and represents a very substantial reduc- 
tion from the 1957 monthly average of 
about US$33 million. 

A two-man. Soviet trade delegation 
from the U.S.S.R. Embassy in Mexico 
City arrived in Bogota on January 15 
for the announced purpose of reestab- 
lishing Colombia-Soviet commercial re- 
lations. They remained in Bogota until 
January 27. 

The visit was well publicized by the 
local press, which reported that the 
Russians were eager to accept Co- 
lombian coffee for nearly any product 
the country might need. Despite their 
activity, however, the Russian delegates 
were apparently unsuccessful in their 
efforts to reestablish permanent trade 
relations with Colombian firms. 


Coffee Exports Decline 


Coffee shipments declined significant- 
ly to 369,558 bags (60 kgs) from the 
total of 447,207 bags exported in De- 
cember. The National Coffee Federa- 
tion, which earlier had ruled that Jan- 
uary exports be limited to 10 percent 
of the quota allocated to Colombia un- 
der the Mexico City pact, on January 16 
increased permissible exports to 30 per- 
cent of the quota. Despite this move 
actual shipments totaled cnly slightly 
more than 15 percent of the quota. 
Thus, nearly 45 percent of Colombia's 
quota of 2,302,000 bags (60 kilograms) 
will be available for February-March 
shipment. 

The press and governmental and 
business circles devoted a great deal of 
attention to the International Coffee 
Conference held in Rio de Janeiro Jan- 
uary 20-27. The general reaction to the 
conference has been one of -disappoint- 
ment (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
February 24, p. 3, for details of con- 
ference). 


Business Profits Good 


Preliminary reports suggest that busi- 
ness profits in 1957 were well in excess 
of 1956 levels. Textile firms reported 
the highest profits, followed by banks. 
These profits were registered despite a 
number of special taxes, such as the 
rehabilitation tax and special one-time 
surtax on excess profits. Part, at least, 
of the increased profits in 1957 was at- 
tributable to inflationary price increases 
and devaluation of the peso. 

The cost of living rose again in De- 
cember and spot sampling undertaken 
by the national press indicate that, with 
the exception of Bogota, price rises 
were nationwide. In Bogota, prices gen- 
- (Continued on page 19)- 
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British Economic Forces Steady 


Gold and dollar reserves in the United Kingdom rose in December 
for the third successive month, maintaining a steady, although not 
spectacular, improvement since the increase in the bank rate and the 
adoption of related restrictive monetary measures by the British 
Government on September 19. 

The December level of the reserves stood at $2,273 million, although 
later reports indicate that there was a further rise to $2,404 million 
in January. A sharp drop in December was avoided by the postpone- 
ment of the payments of $178 million on U. S. and Canadian loans due 
on December 31, 1957, under the new arrangements worked out earlier 
whereby the United Kingdom has the option, subject to certain quali- 


‘fin 1958 from the 1957 level 





fications, to defer seven. of the annuity payments. 


The official view of the situation was 
reported by the press as being that 
thus far the reserves had benefitted 
more from commercial transactions 
than from any large-scale covering of 
outstanding “bear” positions. 


Sterling continued to rise on the ex- 
changes breaking $2.81 on the New 
York exchange on December 31, and 
presumably reflecting the seasonal turn 
in sterling by the end of the year. The 
rate was last over $2.81 in May 1956 
before the Suez crisis began. An im- 
provement in the rate for transferable 
sterling was also registered in Decem- 
ber, reaching a high of $2.792 on De- 
cember 31. 


Oversea Trade 
Figures Favorable 


The oversea trade figures were also 
favorable, an exceptionally small trade 
gap of £19 million being recorded in 
December, and following upon the low 
figure for November, was regarded as 
a welcome development. The improve- 
ment was due, however, to a continuing 
decline in the cost of imports rather 
than to a favorable performance in ex- 
ports, which were also slightly below 
the November figures in value. The 
January figure indicates that the gap 
has since widened to £35 million, ex- 
ports continuing the slackness apparent 
in the last months of 1957. 

For the year 1957 as a whole, imports 
were £4,076 million, as compared with 
£3,886 million in 1956, and exports in- 
cluding reexports were £3,458 million, 


compared with £3,318 million in 1956,. 


with return lend-lease silver bullion 
shipments to the United States included 
in both figures. The apparent trade 
deficit in 1957 was £617 million, com- 
pared with £568 million in 1956. 
Exports and reexports to the dollar 
area rose nearly twice as fast as the 
increase to all destinations, but this 
was much less than the comparable 
rise in 1956. The value of exports and 
reexports to the dollar area in 1957 
was £566 million, compared with £522 
million in- 1956, both figures excluding 
lend-lease silver bullion repayments. 
Later figures indicate that sales to the 


4 





United States and Canada dropped in 
January, however, as compared with a 
year ago. 


Domestic Economic Conditions 
Stable but Unemployment Rises 


Industrial production in November 
picked up after the slump in October 


which apparently was caused by ab- 
senteeism due to the influenza epidemic. 
The small expansion which had taken 
place in the middle of the year was 
subsiding, however, and _ production 
seemed to be leveling off on a plateau. 
Some significant changes occurred, 
however, in production rates from in- 
dustry to industry. The greatest prog- 
ress was made in the automobile in- 
dustry which produced 83,965 passenger 
vehicles in November, the highest rate 
of output in its history. Steel produc- 
tion was slightly higher than in No- 
vember 1956, but production in in- 
dustries supplying the building trades, 
cement and bricks, were down by 8-9 
percent as compared with November 
1956. 


Employment continued stable at a 
very high level although unemployment 
had, risen by December 9 to about 
335,000 and January figures indicate a 
rise to something over 450,000. The 
November high had been 317,000. Meas- 
ured against the estimated number of 
employees, unemployment was 1.5. per- 


the percentage of 1.4 for December 
1956. 


Declines Forecast 
In Investment 

Expectations that expenditure for 
commercial building might be reduced 
were 
strengthened by provisional figures re- 


leased by the Board of Trade on new | 


factory plans approved in the fourth 
quarter of 1957, the lowest quarterly 
total since 1953. In 1957, projects in- 
volving 64.2 million square feet secured 
location approval as compared with 71.7 
million square feet in 1956. 


Figures released by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government indicate 


that a cutback in housing was also tak- | 
ing effect. In calendar year 1956, local | 
authority completions in Great Britain | 
were about 165,000 housing units, with | 


the figure for 1957 expected to be 


about the same. The total is expected | 


to drop to about 150,000 in 1958 and, 
under the ceiling on public investment 
announced by the Government last 
September, it is to fall further to 
130,000 in 1959-60. 


Machine Tool Orders 
Behind Deliveries 


The latest figures on machine tools 
indicate that orders are still falling 
behind deliveries and the order book 
showed a further decline in October to 
a backlog of 9 months, as compared 
with the 17-month peak in the summer 
of 1956. Deliveries in October reached 
a record total of £8.97 million, com- 
pared with a previous peak of £8.88 
million in March 1957. 

Although the cost of materials (other 
than food) used by manufacturers con- 
tinued to decline, wholesale prices of 
manufactured products remained stable. 
The retail-price index climbed another 
half point between November and De- 
cember, reflecting increased prices for 
certain foodstuffs, notably eggs, pota- 


cent in December, the same as in toes, and apples, which were only pam 
November, and fractionally higher than (Continued on page 6) 
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Italy Receives 
$75 Million Loan 


A loan equivalent to $75 million in 
Italy has been made by the World Bank, 
with the participation of more than 20 
financial institutions in Germany, the 
United States, and Canada, the Interna- 
tional Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment (IBRD) has announced. 

The funds are being lent to the Cassa 
per il Mezzogiorno, a governmental 
agency, for industry, agriculture, and 
electric-power development in southern 
Italy. The Bank has now made five loans 
totaling over $238 million in support 
of Italy’s program to raise the standard 
of living in the area comprising the Ital- 
jan mainland south of Rome and the 
islands of Sicily and Sardinia. 

The participants are taking the first 
six tnaturities of the loan which fall 
due between February 15, 1961, and Au- 
gust 15, 1963. Participations are with- 
out the guaranty of the World Bank. 

Of the Bank’s loan, $29.4 million has 
been allocated to industrial projects on 
the mainland and in Sicily; $29.2 mil- 
lion to electric-power projects on the 


mainland and in Sicily; and $16.4 mil- 
| lion to irrigation projects on the main- 
| Jand. 


The loan is for a term of 20 years 
and bears interest of 5% percent, in- 
cluding the 1-percent commission which 
is allocated to the Bank’s special re- 
serve. Amortization will begin on Feb- 


| ruary 15, 1961. The loan is guaranteed 
| by the Republic of Italy. 





Portuguese Budget Higher 


The Portuguese Government budget 
for 1958 exceeds that of 1957 by approx- 
imately 7 percent in both anticipated 
receipts and expenditures. 

Tax rates and bases remain unchanged, 
with minor exceptions. The estimated 


increase in Government revenue will be. 


derived principally from “the national 
development of economic agfivity.” 

Total receipts and expenditures for 
1958, with 1957 figures in parentheses 
in millions of escudos (1 escudo=US 
$0.035) are as follows: Receipts, 8,590.9 
(8,002.6), percent of increase, 7.4; ex- 
penditures, 8,577.4 (7,977.5), percent of 
increase, 7.3. 

Total 1958 budget, like 1957, is de- 
signed to yield an overall surplus. 

The increase in revenue is generally 
tonsistent with annual growth in the 
Portuguese gross national product as 
Well as the trend in budgeted receipts 
during the past 5 years. Neither in- 
eased revenue nor increased expendi- 
lure is expected to have any appreciable 
impact on the Portuguese economy or 
any particular sector. 

Based upon the budget and the state- 
Ments in the message accompanying it, 

in 1958 should be 


mic growth 
st and in keeping with the policy 
“expansion with stability.” 
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Cuban Business Activities Spotty; 
Bank Deposits, Money Supply Up 


An early sugar-grinding season in Cuba, a lower price outlook in 
1958 for sugar and molasses, continued Russian purchase of sugar, and 
a further reduction in the number of U. S.-owned mills were important 


developments in January. 


The effect of bad weather was offset by higher prices for vegetable 
crops. Business activity was uneven with some increase in bank deposits 
and the money supply. Building permits were off appreciably. 


The sugar-grinding season in Cuba 
began about a month earlier than usual, 
resulting in a sharp upturn of employ- 
ment. The Cuban Government issued a 
decree limiting the 1958 sugar crop to 
5.5 million Spanish long tons. Another 
decree provided that all provisional sal- 
aries and wages in the*sugar industry 
for the 1958 sugar crop be calculated 
and paid on an estimated general aver- 


. age price of 4.70 cents a pound, f.o.b. 


Cuban port. The general price of the 
1957 qop sugar was equal to 5.2 plus 
cents per English pound. 

The Government again named the 
Cuban Sugar Stabilization Institute as 
the sole buyer of molasses from the 
1958 crop. The first sale, of 115 million 
gallons of blackstrap, was made on the 
basis of 10.25 cents a gallon, f.o.b. 
Cuban port, as compared with the 1957 
average price of 16.5875 cents a gallon. 
It is reported that in addition to the 
production of blackstrap, high-test mo- 
lasses will be produced to a total of 100 
million gallons. 

The Russian Government purchased 
100,000 Spanish long tons of Cuban 
sugar for February-April delivery at 
3.65 cents a pound, f.o.b. Cuba, Rumors 
were strong toward the end of the 
month that Russia was negotiating the 
purchase of an additional 200,000 tons 
of Cuban sugar. 


Seven U. S. Sugar Mills Sold 


Seven sugar mills previously owned 
by U. S. interests were sold to Cuban 
interests during January. These sales 
reduced the number of American-oper- 
ated sugar mills in Cuba from 40 to 33. 
The remaining 33 U. S.-owned mills 
produced approximately 39 percent of 
the 1957 Cuban sugar crop. Cuban citi- 
zens now completely control, or have 
the predominant majority interest, in 
128 of the country’s 161 active sugar 
mills. 

In an attempt to Stabilize the price 
of rice, the Cuban Government author- 
ized an increase of 507,050 bags of 100 
pounds each over the basic low-duty 
import quota for the year ending June 
30, 1958. The total authorized quota 
now stands at 3,805,550 bags of 100 
pounds each. 

Unusually heavy rains and windstorms 
caused considerable damage to Cuba’s 
winter vegetable crop, but growers in 
general fared better than they did a 





year ago because of premium export 
prices received for these commodities. 


The tobacco crop was also adversely 
affected. 


Business Spotty 


Business was spotty in Cuba in Janu- 
ary. Sales of heavy machinery, small 
appliances, trucks, and tires were re- 
ported to have dropped in relation to 
the preceding January. Sales of pas- 
senger cars, on the other hand, com- 
pared favorably. Certain low-and high- 
price department store outlets reported 
a drop in sales as compared with the 
preceding year. Most outlets reported 
a general uncertainty on the part of 
the buying public owing to current po- 
litical tensions. 

The level of tourist activity was ap- 
proximately 16 percent above the like 
period last year, according to official 
estimates. In addition to regular tourist 
visitors, more than 10,000 excursionists 
arrived aboard cruise ships. 


Bank Clearings Increase 


Bank clearings in January totaled 
$492.3 million, representing a 9-percent 
increase over January 1957. Total bank 
deposits rose from $944.2 million to 
$1,095.2 million, and money- supply rose 
from $1,372.4 million to $1,536.1 million. 
Inbound cargo was only slightly less 
than that of January 1957. New build- 
ing permits approved for the Havana 
area, however; dropped appreciably. 

Nearly 10,000 workers and employees 
of pharmaceutical laboratories received 
wage and salary increases, effective 
January 15. The Labor Federation of 
Telephone Workers announced that it 
will seek a 25-percent wage increase, 
and two other. employee groups—the 
retail clerks and workers in shoe fac- 
tories — renewed their campaign for 
wage increases. Workers in the Cuban 
tanning industry were granted a 40- 
hour work week with pay for 48 hours. 
—U. S. Embassy, Havana. 





U. S. imports of cotton linters, most- 
ly felting qualities, were 11,000 bales 
(500 pounds gross): in October 1957, a 
slight increase over September imports 
of 9,000 bales, but considerably below 
imports of 18,000 bales during October 
1956, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Latin American Draft 
Indebtedness Increases 


Draft indebtedness of Latin American 
importers to U. S. exporters rose by 
$5.1 . million in January in the fourth 
consecutive monthly increase, the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York has re- 
ported outstanding indebtedness at the 
month-end totaled $1684 million, ac- 
cording to the Bank’s survey of 14 large 
commercial banks. 

The largest increase was reported for 
Colombia, whagse obligations rose by 
$2.2 million to $22.5 million. Venezuela 
also contributed, its obligations rising 
$1.8 million to a record level of $42.8 
million. Brazilian obligations increased 
noticeably, rising by $1.6 million to 
$19.3 million. Smal] decreases in indebt- 
edness (less than $0.6 million each) 
were recorded for 14 countries. 

The dollar amount of drafts paid by 
Latin American importers amounted to 
$466 million in January, $0.8 million 
less than in December. The largest de- 
clihe was in Celombia remittances, 
down by $2.2 million to $4.5 million. 
Brazilian payments went down $1.6 mil- 
lion, and 7 other countries reported 
smaller declines. Of the 15 countries 
registering increases, Peru showed the 
largest gain over December, its_ pay- 
ments rising by $1.1 million to $4.1 mil- 
lion, the highest level on record for 
that country. 


New Drafts Drawn Increase 


The dollar value of new drafts drawn 
by U. S. exporters on Latin American 
importers continued to increase in Jan- 
uary, rising by $2.8 million to $51.7 mil- 
lion, mainly because of new drawings 
on Colombia and Brazil. Drawings on 
Colombia were up $1.5 million to $6.7 
million, the largest dollar volume of 
new drafts drawn since March 1955; 
those on Brazil rose $0.9 million to $6.2 
million. Decreases in new drafts were 
reported for 11 countries. 

The total outstanding amount of con- 
firmed letters of credit issued by the 
reporting banks in favor of U. S. ex- 
porters declined for the fourth consecu- 
tive month, falling by $9.3 million to 
$194.5 million. Declines were noted for 
17 ‘countries, Argentina and Venezuela 
accounting for the largest decreases. 
Outstandings on Argentina fell by $3.2 
million to $27 million, the lowest total 
since January 1956, and those on Vene- 
zuela dropped by $2.1 million to $77.7 
million. Increases in outstandings were 
reported for only 5 countries, Uruguay 
showing the largest increase, 





U. 8S. exports of American-Egyptian 
cotton were 4,000 bales (500 Ibs. gross) 
in December 1957, compared with 1,000 
bales in November, and 11,000 bales in 
December 1956, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 


&- 





Viet-Namese Handicraft 
Items Importable 


Viet-Namese handicraft prod- 
ucts now may be imported into 
the United States in conformity 
with the Foreign Assets Control 
Regulations, the U. S. Treasury 
Department has announced. Such 
imports may now be effected upon 
presentation of certificates of ori- 
gin duly executed by the Ministry 
of National Economy of the Viet- 
Namese Government. 

Among the products Viet-Nam 
anticipates exporting as a result 
of the agreement are lacquerware 
furniture, other lacquerware ar- 
ticles, ceramic articles, and ivory 
carvings. Under earlier agree- 
ments, Saigon cassia and grass 
mats are being. certified for im- 
port. 

Viet-Namese handicrafts—par- 
ticularly the lacquerware products 
—are expected to receive empha- 
sis in the Viet-Namese exhibit at 
the second U. S. World Trade Fair 
at the New York Coliseum May 
7-17. 

Other articles and _ countries 
from which imports may be effect- 
ed under FAC controls are listed 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
March 3, page 46. 











British Economic ... 


(Continued from page 4) 
tially offset by reductions in the prices 
of fish and butter. The Government, in 


the meantime, continued to emphasize 
its objective of stabilizing prices for 
the consumer as a major element in its 
economic program. 

The wage front remained dormant 
through December. London busmen 
made a new approach to the London 
Transport Executive to have their wage 
claims considered, relying in large part 
on the basis of the increases taking 
place in the retail-price index. This 
move, which was later to be rejected 
by the management, kept the busmen 
and the railway workers in the fore- 
front of the queue of unions seeking 
wage increases. Final decisions in all 
key cases were put off until after the 
New Year, and the busmen’s case has 
now been submitted to arbitration. 


Consumer Expenditures 
Show Improvement 


Consumers’ expenditures in the first 


9 months of 1957 showed an improve- 


ment over 1956, which had been de- 
pressed due to the Suez crisis, but 
at an increase of only 16 percent, 
which is about half of the increases 
which had been registered annually for 
several years prior to 1956. The last 


ee 


German,French Banks 
Conclude Agreement 


A group of leading West German and 
French banks reportedly have concluded 
an agreement on clase cooperation 
within the framework of the European 
Common Market. 

The banks apparently intend in this 
manner to offer their mutual clients 


every opportunity for consultation and’ 


for realization of the objectives of the 
European Economic Community (EEC) 
Treaty. 


As an initial step, the agreement re. 
portedly provides for the establishment 
of a German-French committee which 
is to discuss bank problems arising in 
the Common Market, but the agreement 
is not intended to limit the freedom of 
action of each individual bank. Details 
regarding the planned cooperation have 
not yet been fixed, since arrangements 
on details will be made as the Com 
Market develops. 


The German group reportedly con- 
sists of the Dresdner- Bank, the Bay- 
rische Hypotheken-und Wechselbank, 
Bankhaus Hardy und Co., and Bankhaug 
Sal. Oppenheim Jr. et Cie. On the 
French side are the Banque de |’Union 
Parisienne, Credit Lyonnais, Societe 
Generale pour Favoriser le Developpe- 
ment du Commerce et de |’Industrie en 
France, Societe Generale Alsacienne de 
Banques, and Banque Louis Dreyfus & 
Cie. 

In view of the absence of provisions 
on the coordination of monetary policy 
in the EEC Treaty, virtually all review- 
ers in the German economic press wel- 
comed the banking agreement, because 
they considered it a starting point for 
harmonization of monetary policies of 
member countries. They noted that the 
banks participating in the agreement 
cover all fields, including deposit, hold- 
ing, and financing transactions. One 
paper guessed that one special objective 
of the agre®ément might be the financing 
of economic projects in Africa.—vU, & 
Embassy, Bonn. 





quarter of 1957 was retarded by the 
influenza epidemic in October, but 
Christmas sales appeared likely to be 
a record. *s 


Government revenue flowed in at 4@ 
satisfactory rate, but Government e 
penditures appeared to be moving at 
a rate in excess of budget estimates 
The Government had planned through 
increased reyenue and decreased ex 
penditures to bring the budget deficit 
of the preceding financial year dow 
but it is now apparent that supplemen 


——_— 
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tary funds will be required to cover " 


the additional cost of agriculture sub 


sidies caused by the drop in 


prices. There may be a requirement # 


well for increased pensions.—U. & 
Embassy, London, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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India To Continue 

















«| Control of Imports 
on | There is little likelihood that India 
an | will depart from its policy of restricting 
nig imports in the forthcoming April-Sep- 
ate | tember licensing period, according to a 
wid? | statement made by the Indian Minister 
the | of Commerce before the Import and 
cy’ | Export Advisory Councils in February. 
, The Minister also stated that foreign 
re. | capital is most welcome in fields which 
onl | will strengthen the Indian economy and 
sich | produce goods otherwise imported. .For- 
a | eign capital equity investment is pre- 
ent | ferable, particularly if it is sufficient to 
ae meet foreign exchange costs of plant 
tails and equipment needed. 
nave | Under the Indian import-licensing 
ents policy, the Minister explained, import 
mon | of raw materials for existing industries 
| will receive higher priority than capital 
com goods for new plants, Deferred-payment 
Bay. | arrangements for imports would be ap- 
yank, | proved only if the equipment purchased 
hents will earn or save foreign exchange by 
the the time payments become due. 
Inigo The Minister urged all industries to 
sciete export a part of their products in order 
to pay for raw material imports, even 
sal if exports are unprofitable. He pointed 
ne & out that exports in 1957 did not exceed 
fus & | the 1956 total. 

- +. 
isis | Spain and Rumania 
policy ° 
eview: | Sign Payments Pact 
s wel- 
ecause | An agreement providing for the 
int for | fmancing of trade between Spain and 
cies of | Rumania was signed in Paris on Janu- 
yat the | @y 28 between the Spanish Foreign 
eement | Exchange Institute and the Rumanian 
|, hold- | State Bank, 

s. Oné| Provision is made for trade to the 
»jective | mtent of $6.5 million in each direction. 
nancing | Accounts are to be denominated in 
—U, & |U. S. dollars with a swing limit of 
$650,000. 
Spanish imports from Rumania are 
by the | consist of resinous }umber and wood 
er, but } for cellulose to a value of $1.2 million; 
y to be |milway rolling stock, $1 million; drilling 
‘ quipment, $1 million; wood manufac- 
in at @|ltes, ties, staves, etc., $600,000; and 
ent ex |Mtroleum derivatives and chemical 
pving at |Moducts, $600,000. 
stimates | Spanish exports fo Rumania are listed 
throug® |# agricultural products to a value of 
nsed eX jl million; raw and manufactured cork, 
t deficit} million; canned fish, $500,000; 


r dow® }iives and olive oil, $500,000; and raw 
yplemem jind processed hides, $500,000. 


to cover 


The agreement is to be in effect for 


ure sub It year and is renewable automatically 
n % t win year to year unless denounced on 
men months’ notice.—U. 8. Embassy, 
_ arid, 


Weekly arch 10, 1958 


French West African Mining Laws 
Made Available in Codified Form 


A codified version of regulations governing mining activities in 
French West Africa has been issued by the French West African Office 
of Mines and Geology (Direction Federale des Mines et de la Geologie 


de l’Afrique Occidentale Francaise). 


Salient features of the regulations for acquisition of exploration 
and exploitation licenses are summarized as follows: 


@ Mineral deposits are classified into 
quarries and mines: 

Quarries are defined as deposits con- 
taining materials used for construction 
and for improvement of soil cultivation 
and other similar materials except phos- 
phates, nitrates, alkaline salts, and other 
allied salts found in the same deposit. 

Mines are defined as deposits contain- 
ing all minerals other than those enu- 
merated above. Mineral substances ex- 
tracted from mines are considered as 


substances for which concessions may 
be granted. 


@ Exploration and exploitation per- 
mijts are subject to obtention of per- 
sonal authorizations. Such authoriza- 
tions cannot cover more than 2,000 
square kilometers each. 


@ Persenal authorizations are granted 
by the Chief of the Territory (formerly 
called the Governor) with assent of the 
Territorial Government Council for all 
mineral substances except fissionable 
materials or other materials useful in 
the realm of atomic energy, liquid or 
gaseous hydrocarbons, bitumens, asphalt, 
schists, bituminous sandstones, and po- 
tassium and allied salts. 

The granting of personal authoriza- 
tions for fissionable materials is subject 
to the jurisdiction of the French Atomic 
Energy Committee. The Ministry of 
Overseas France in Paris is responsible 
for the other minerals appearing in this 
list of exceptions and assent of the 
French Minister of Industry and Com- 
merce is now also required in obtaining 
personal authorization to explore or ex- 
ploit these minerals, 

e A holder of an exploitation permit 
or a concession covering hydrocarbons 
must first satisfy French West African 
internal needs for such materials and 
must devote the remainder to supply- 
ing the French frane zone. 

@ Prospecting and exploiting of po- 
tassium and allied salts can be entrusted 
only to the State Potassium Mines of 
Alsace, the Bureau Minier de la France 
d’Outre Mer, or a company whose or- 
ganization has been approved by a joint 
decree of the French Ministers of Fi- 
nance, Economic Affairs and Planning, 
Overseas France, and Industry and 
Commerce. In addition, any such ap- 
proved company must have as majority 
stockholders the State Potassium Mines 
of Alsace, the Bureau Minier de la 





France d‘Outre Mer, or one of the over- 
sea Territories or group of Territories. 


@ No company not constituted under 
French law can obtain a personal au- 
thorization or hold a mineral title. Fu- 
ture implementing regulations will de- 
termine the conditions under which per- 
sons or companies will be permitted to 
exercise mining activites. Their national- 
ity or the nationality of their leading 
executives will be one of the factors 
taken into consideration. 


e@ Applications for exploration or ex- 
ploitation permits must specify the min- 
erals for which they are intended. Dis- 
covery of other mineral substances than 
those specified in the application must 
be reported and appropriate permits must 


be applied for.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Dakar. 


Several copies of the complete French 
text of the codified regulations on 
French West African mining laws are 
available on loan from the Near East 
and African Division, Bureau of Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Also available on loan is a compre- 
hensive report on the French West 
African mining industry. 





Greece, Viet-Nam 


Accord MFN Duties 


Greece and the Republic of Viet-Nam 
through an exchange of letters on De- 
cember 6, 1957, accord reciprocal most- 
favored-nation treatment to customs 
duties and surtaxes levied on imports 
from either country until such time as 
a formal convention is concluded. . 

Principal Greek exports to Viet-Nam, 
according to information furnished var- 
ious chambers of commerce and trade 
associations by the Greek Ministry of 
Commerce, consist of alcoholic bever- 
ages, confectionery products, tanning 
extracts, soaps, raw skins, cotton, cot- 
ton fabrics and yarns, carpets, ceramic 
ware, cement, gypsum, glass and glass- 
ware, lacquers, dyestuffs, and plastic 
products. 

Main Greek imports from Viet-Nam 
include offeec, tea, rice, cereals, spice, 
lumber, rubber, and rubber products.— 
U. S. Embassy, Athens. 
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New Cuban Tariff Goes 
In Effect March 17 


The date for. putting into effect the 
general provisions, tariff nomenclature, 
and general rates of the new Cuban tar- 
iff has now been postponed to March 17. 


The new date is set by a decree which 
postpones the effective date of February 
24 formerly set by decree No. 227 is- 
sued on January 28. 


Rates on imports from the United 
States and other countries with which 
Cuba has trade agreements will remain 
unchanged until after tariff negotiations 
have been concluded between Cuba and 
the affected countries. 


Procedures for establishing temporary 
import quotas, as outlined in decree No. 
228, also issued on January 28, are de- 
signed to prevent excessive imports from 
January 1 until 30 days after Cuba has 
terminated negotiations on proposed 
changes with the respective trade agree- 
ment countries. 


Plans for renegotiation of the Cuban 
GATT schedule will be announced by the 
U. S. Government when such informa- 
tion becomes available. This will enable 
interested parties to present their views, 
orally or in writing, to the Committee 
for Reciprocity Information, U. S. Tariff 
Commission, prior to initiation of the 
negotiations. 

An announcement of the status of the 
new Cuban tariff and the establishment 
of import quota restrictions appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
30, 1957, page 8.—U. S. Embassy, Ha- 
vana. 





Petroleum Products 


Controlled in Laos 


Distribution and sale of gasoline, fuel 
oil, and kerosene in Laos have been 
made subject to strict controls. 

Free sale of these commodities 
throughout the Kingdom is prohibited, 
and consumers are required to obtain 
purchase authorizations before buying 
them. Authorizations are issued by the 
Director of Economic Affairs (Economic 
Police) for Vientiane Province and by 
the Chaokhoueng (Province heads) in 
Provinces other than Vientiane. 


Similarly, transport of motor gasoline, 
fuel oil, and kerosene requires authoriza- 
tion of the foregoing authorities. Sale 
of petroleum products to authorized re- 
tailers by importing firms must also be 
authorized by the Economic Police. 

Private individuals and merchants 
other than authorized retailers of the 
petroleum companies, as well as per- 
sons granted authorizations under the 
foregoing conditions, are forbidden to 
stock more than 5 drums or 1,000 liters 
each of gasoline, fuel oil and diesel oil, 


or more than 10 drums or 2,000 liters 
of kerosene. 

By the new regulations, issued by the 
Ministry of National Economy, the Gov- 
ernment of Laos is seeking to overcome 
persistent difficulties in the supply of 
petroleum products. Although improve- 
ment of the transportation link between 
Vientiane and Bangkok, Thailand, has 
improved movement of petroleum prod- 
ucts into Laos in the past 2 years, 
chronic and frequently serious short- 
ages often occur. At times commercial 
supplies of these products have been 
completely exhausted, and a form of 
rationing has been in effect for some 
time. 





Guatemalan Tariff 
Sent to Congress 


A draft of a new Guatemalan import 
tariff law has been submitted by the 
Ministry of Finance to the Guatemalan 
Congress. 

The new tariff would reduce rates on 
some widely consumed commodities not 
produced locally; raise rates on some 
luxury items; eliminate the various 
minor supplementary customs taxes now 
levied on imports; eliminate the compen- 
sation system whereby certain goods, 
chiefly cotton textiles, may be imported 
only when similar products of local man- 
ufacture are purchased in a fixed pro- 
portion to imports; and adopt the Uni- 
form Customs Nomenclature of Central 
America. 

Objectives of the new tariff would be 
to maintain the present tariff’s approxi- 
mate revenue yield, including the sup- 
plementary customs taxes, but to grant 
full free entry to items now listed as 
free but subject to those taxes, as well 
as to set lower rates on necessities, com- 
pensated for by higher rates on luxuries. 

The Uniform Customs Nomenclature 
of Central America was devised some 
years ago under United Nations aus- 
pices, and is part of the overall Central 
American effort toward greater eco- 
nomic integration. Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Honduras are now using the 
system, and Guatemala and El Salva- 
dor are converting to it. 

No information is yet available on the 
text of the new tariff law or on rates 
of duty.—U. S. Embassy, Guatemala. 





International Coffee 
Agency Set Up—Erratum 


Each member country of the new In- 
ternational. Coffee Organization shall 
pay to the Organization 25 cents in 
U. S. currency for each 60-kilogram bag 
of its net exports of coffee in the bean 
or the equivalent of that quantity of 
coffee if exports are in another form, 

This statement corrects the amount 
of fee required as shown in an article 
on formation of the new Organization 
appearing in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, February 24, 1958, page 4. 


— 


Ecuador Frees Items 
From Import Deposit 


The Government of Ecuador on Jan- 
uary 30 exempted a long list of com. 
modities classified in its import list IT 
from the requirement that 100 percent 
of the foreign exchange value be de- 
posited in advance with the Central 
Bank. 


Commodities exempted are those 
transferred on December 13, 1957, from 
import list I to list IZ (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Feb. 17, 1958, p. 10). 

The exemption, granted by resolution 


No. 241 issued on January 30 by the | 


Monetary Board of the Central Bank 
of Ecuador, was designed to pacify im- 
porters who complained of the added 
cost of importing the reclassified goods. 
Elimination of the deposit requirements 
for such a large number of commodities 


is expected to alleviate the difficult - 


credit situation faced by importers. 


Notation that the 100-percent import ! 


deposit is not required for all list I 
articles should be made in Department 
of Commerce publication “Licensing 
and Exchange Controls—Ecuador,” part 
2, No. 55-54, April 1955, page 1. 


Britain Sets Dollar-Area 
Honey, Pineapple Quotas 


The British Government has an- 
nounced that beginning July 1 the two 
annual quotas for import of honey from 
the dollar area will be merged and will 
total at least $168,000. 

At present there is a quota for im- 
port of honey from Cuba and another 
for imports from all dollar-account 
countries except Cuba. 

Additionally a dollar quota of $300,- 
000 for preserved pineapples was estab- 
lished on February 1 to cover the re- 
mainder of the year. 








Sirup Additives Banned 
In Germany 


American exporters are warned 
that they should not ship to Ger- 
many canned fruit containing corn 
starch or any other sirup-thicken- 
ing additive. 

Addition of starch to canned- 
fruit sirup is prohibited by Ger- 
man law as being misleading be- 
cause it gives the consumer the 
impression of high-sugar content, 
or heavy, sirup. 

Food-control authorities of the 
Federal Republic have taken legal 
action to prevent the addition of 
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corn starch to the sirup. Legal 
action involving American pro- 
ducers of canned fruit is still 
pending.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





"NATO Projects Planned 
For France, Turkey 


Six new projects, one in France and 
five in Turkey, estimated to cost a 
total of over $20.8 million, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational competitive bidding proce- 
dure of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization (NATO), the Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce has reported. 

The project in France calls for con- 
struction of paved areas at Nimes- 
Garons Airfield with a total of 224,000 
square meters in concrete surfacing esti- 
mated to cost a little over $4 million. 

One project in Turkey calls for con- 
struction of an airfield at Kayseri to 
cost about $5,040,000. The other proj- 


| ects call for construction of an airfield 


at Afyon, estimated at $5,040,000; con- 
struction of the Malatya-Cetinaya- 
Erzincan pipeline, estimated at $4,844,- 
000; installation of POL storage tanks 
and other facilities Erzurum” airfield 
at $6,580,000; and construction of a 
pipeline across Strait Bosaorus in 


| Istanbul at $1,244,000. 
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Firms interested in the French proj- 


| ect should register their intention to bid 


before March 20 with Monsieur L’In- 
genieur des Ponts et Chausees du Gard, 
li rue Bernard Aton, Nimes (Gard). 
Firms wanting to bid on the first 
project in Turkey must signify their 
interest by March 14 and submit com- 
pleted qualification forms by March 21, 
Firms interested in bidding on the 
airfield at Afyon, the Malatya-Cetinaya- 
Erzincan pipeline and the POL storage 
installation at Erzurum must signify 
their interest by March 19 and submit 
completed qualification forms by March 
31. Those. wanting to bid on the Strait 


| Bosaorus pipeline should signify their 


intentions by March 19 and submit com- 
pleted qualification forms by March 26. 

Intentions to bid and the completed 
qualification forms should be forwarded 
to the Airport and POL Construction 
Bureau, Ankara. The required qualifica- 
tion forms may be obtained from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
iresume of their qualifications to BFC’s 
Trade Development Division, as de- 
tribed in the brochure on the NATO 
international competitive bidding pro- 
ffam, available from that Division. 





Swedish imports of flax and flax tow 
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fom the U.S.S.R. will be 2.6 million 
Wunds in 1958, according to the quota 
by the annual bi-lateral trade proto- 
between Sweden and the U.S.S.R., 
to the Foreign Agricultural 
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» will be prepared on request— © 
4 through the Commercial Intelli- © 


q Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
: be obtained through the Depart- © 
=, ment’s Field Offices. 
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| World Trade Directory report 


11 Governments Invite Bids 





Typewriters, Barges, Asphalt, 
Locomotives Wanted Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Argentina 


Signaling equipment, bid deadline 
April 7; traffic control and automatic 
electric signaling system,-May 30; and 
telecommunication equipment, April 2. 
Bids invited by the Ministero De Trans- 
porte, Empressa Ferrocarriles Del Es- 
tado Argentino, Departmento De Ad- 


quisicciones, Buenos Aires. Specifica- 
tions in Spanish.* 
Belgian Congo 

Pharmaceutical products in _ bulk, 


estimated cost $100,000, tender No. 2- 
722-58, bid deadline May 7; supply of 
equipment and metalic instruments for 
dispensaries, estimated cost $20,000, 
tender No, 3-722-58, May 9; supply of 
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World Trade Directory 4 
Reports Available | 


World Trade Directory reports = 
* on private foreign firms or indi- 
} viduals mentioned in the World # 
* Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
“ portunities departments of For- @ 
@ eign Commerce Weekly are avail- # 
* able to qualified U. S. firms—or 





gence Division, Bureau of Foreign © 
Commerce, U. S. Department of © 


for $1 each. The reports also may * 


Requests for these reports # 
should include the names and ad- & 


uals. i 

The information given in a # 
* usually includes lines of goods # 
* handled, operation methods, size # 
> of business, capital, sales volume, § 
», trade and financial reputation, and 
= other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 
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products for laboratories, estimated cost 
$20,000, tender No. 4-722-58, May 28; 
supply of miscellaneous equipment for 
dispensaries and hospitals, estimated 
cost $14,000, June 11; and Galenic prod- 
ucts, estimated cost $52,000, June 18. 
Bids will be opened at Direction des 
Approvisionnements, 1 rue de la Re- 
gence, Brussels, Belgium, and at Salle 
du Conseil des Adjudications du Gouv- 
ernement General, Batiment Admini- 
stratif, Avenue Pierre Ryckmans and 
Avenue Martin Rutten, Leopoldville- 
Kalina. Specifications may be obtained 
on each tender for $1 plus postage from 
Comptable des Finances du Gouverne- 
ment General, Batiment Administratif, 
Leopoldville-Kalina. Information con- 
cerning these bids may be obtained 
from the Section des Approvisionne- 
ments Medicana de la 7 eme Direction 
Generale, Leopoldville-Est (D.C.MP., 
Ndolo, B.P. 1497, Leopoldville-Est. 


Burma 


Current limiting devices (flat rate), 
5,000; bids invited until March 15 by 
the Electricity Supply Board, 197-199 
Lower Kemmendine Road, Rangoon.* 


Ceylon 


Galvanized steel plain sheets, 4,500 
(3,000 8’ x 36” x 24 B. G., 1,000 8’ x 
48” x 24 B. G., 500 8’ x 48” x 26 B. G.); 
and mild steel plates, 3,000 (1,000 each, 
8’ x 48” x 1/10”, %”, 3/16”). Bids in- 
vited until April 29 by the Chairman, 
Tender Board, Ministry of Finance, 
P.O. Box 500, Colombo.* 

Bandages, 1,200 gross, 2% inches x 
6 yards; and lint, 150,000 pounds, hos- 
pital absorbent. Bids invited until May 
6 by the Chairman, Tender Board, Min- 
istry of Health, P.O. Box No. 500, Co- 
lombo.* 

Copies of the tender notices may be 
obtained from the Embassy of Ceylon, 
2148 Wyoming Avenue, Washington 8, 
2148 Wyoming Ave., Washington 8, D. C. 


Egypt 
Barges, 2, steel, capacity 200 cubic 
meters or about 275 tons; and dump 
tank barge for ing in bulk 
about 235 tons of fuel oil. Bids invited 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Iraq To Construct 
New Paper Plant 


The Development Board has author- 
ized the construction of a Government- 
owned paper plant near Basra to utilize, 
as raw materials, the reeds growing in 
the marsh areas of southern Iraq. Ini- 
tial annual capacity of the plant is to 
be 30,000 tons of various paper prod- 
ucts, most of which is intended for con- 
sumption by Government agencies. 


The plant probably will be designed 
to produce about 5,000 tons of common 
wrapping paper, 2,000 tons of cement 
bags, 3,000 tons of corrugated paper, 
2,000 tons of newsprint, 7,000 tons of 
printing and writing paper, 500 tons of 
writing block paper, 500 tons of copy 
books, 7,000 tons of common brown 
cardboard, 6,500 tons each of duplex 
cardboard and white duplex cardboard. 


Consulting engineers for the project 
are Compagnie d’Equipment Interna- 
tional of Paris. The plant is scheduled 
to begin operation by 1961 and, there- 
fore, tenders should be invited soon for 
its construction. In the meantime it 
might be to the advantage of firms in- 
terested in bidding on the plant to com- 
municate their interest to the Develop- 
ment Board, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, with a resume of their expe- 
rience in building plants of this nature. 





Uruguay Invites Bids To 
Expand Telephone Systems 


U.T.E. (Administracion General de las 
Usinas Electricas y los Telefonos del 
Estados) Uruguay’s light, telephone, and 
power monopoly, Montevideo, invites 
bids until May 9 for telephone equip- 
ment, extension of existing network, and 
the construction and installation of ad- 
ditional exchanges. , 

Only individuals or firms legally estab- 
lished in Uruguay may participate in 
public bids. Therefore U. S. firms inter- 
ested in bidding on this project should 
enter their bids through their Uru- 
guayan agent or representative, who will 
then be able to complete all the requi- 
sites demanded by U.T.E. to make the 
bid valid. The bid documents, bid No. 
4620/58, may be obtained from U.T.E. 
on payment of $21 a set. 





Tender Documents for Iraqi 
Pumping Stations Available 


A set of tender documents containing 
conditions of contract, specifications and 
drawings for pumps and machinery for 
the pumping stations in Iraq’s Hus- 
sainiyak-Beni Hassan drainage project, 
is available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

This project was reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 3, page 16. 


India Invites Bids on 
Textile Machinery 


The Director of Industries, West Ben- 
gal, New Secretariat Building, 1 Hast- 
ings Street, Calcutta 1, invites tenders 
until March 31 for the supply of com- 
plete machinery and equipment with 
necessary ancillaries to establish a cot- 
ton-spinning mill of 50,000 spindles. The 


‘mill will be located at Kalyani, near 


Calcutta, in West -Bengal. 


Tender documents containing detailed 
information regarding terms, conditions 
and specifications, and other particulars 
of the plant and equipment required 
may be obtained from the office of the 
Director at the above address on pay- 
ment of $2.10 a set, Tenders in tripli- 
cate must reach the Project Manager, 
Spinning Mills, New Secretariat Build- 
ing (9th floor), 1 Hastings Street, Cal- 
cutta 1, by 5 p.m. on March 31. 

A copy of the tender documents is 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 


merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Typewriters, Barges .. . 


(Continued from page 9) 


until March 15 by the Director of Pro- 
curement Section, Suez Canal Author- 
ity, Ismailia.* 

Supply and erection of El-Mex elec- 
tric pumping station and its trans- 
former station; bids invited until March 
25 by the Director General, Mechanical 
and Electrical Department, Ministry of 
Public Works, Cairo. Bids must be sub- 
mitted through an agent established in 
Egypt and must be accompanied by a 
provisional deposit of two percent of 
the value of the contract.* 


Ethiopia 


Tire recapping material: Camelback, 
29,500 pounds; stripping stock, 4,000 
pounds; filler strip, 30,000 pounds; rub- 
ber cement, 2,000 gallons; rubber sol- 
vent, 1,000 gallons; bids invited until 
March 21 by the Imperial Highway Au- 
thority, P.O. Box 1770, Addis Ababa. 
Bid must be accompanied by deposit 
amounting to 10 percent of contract or 
guaranty issued by bonding company. 

Asphalt, 3,800 tons, cutback and pene- 
tration in accordance with standards 
of American Association of State High- 
way Officials; 1,700 tons, c. and f. Mas- 
sawa; 800 tons, c. and f. Assab; 1,300 
tons o. and f. Djibouti; bids invited un- 
til March 24 by the Imperial Highway 
Authority, at the address just given. 
Bids must be accompanied by a deposit 
amounting to 10 percent of contract or 
written guaranty that a performance 
bond will be furnished within 5 days if 
bid is successful. 

Copies of the bid invitation contain- 
ing conditions of contract, performance 
bond, specifications and bid schedules.* 


a 


Greece 
Typewriters, 65, with Greek key. | 
board and accounting machines §, 


power operated. Bids invited unti] 
March 21 by the State Procurement 
Service, 56 El Venizelos Street, Athens, 


Earth-drilling machines, 2, bid dead- 
line March 21; and truck trailers, 5, 
mounted on pneumatic tires, 10-ton 
capacity, March 20. Bids invited by 
the Piraeus Port Authority, Piraeus. 

Oil cleaning units 6, mobile, with an- 
cillary equipment; bids invited until , 
March 30 by the Public Power Corpora- 
tion, 5 Loukianou Street, Athens. 

Pewter, 5 metric tons, in pigs; and 
antimony, 1,500 kilograms in pigs. Bids 
invited until March 21-by the Greek 
State Railways, (SEK) 12 b Polytech- 
niou Street, Athens, 

Details may be obtained from Greek 
Foreign Trade Administration, 1028 
Connecticut Ave., Washington, D. C.* i 


India 

Workshop machinery: Lathes, shap- — 
ers and planers, grinders; milling, bor- 
ing, slotting, and drilling machines; 
heat treatment equipment; presses, vul- 
canising equipment, lubricating equip- 
ment, and various other miscellaneous 
equipment and special machines; bids 
invited until March 20 by Hindustan 
Steel Private Limited, Rourkela, Orissa. 


Tender documents may be obtained 
for $2.10 a set from the office of the 
Chief Controller of Purchase, Hindustan 
Steel Private, Limited, Rourkela, Oris- _ 
sa; the Purchase Officer (Prog), Hin- | 
dustan Steel Private Limited, 2 Fairlie 
Place, Calcutta; and the Secretary, Hin- 
dustan Steel Private Limited, Parlia- 
ment Street, New Delhi. This is a Gov- 
ernment of India project. 

Aluminum core steel reinforced con- 
ductors, 2,121 miles, estimated value 
$630,000; bids invited until March 14 
by the Stores Purchase Officer, Govern- 
ment of Bombay, Mercantile Bank 
Building, Bombay. Deposit of $2,520 
must accompany bid. Specifications, No. 
SP/205/11-A, and details may be ob- 
tained from that authority for 42 cents. 

Supply of control panels and switch- 
boards, specification No. PE-Spec-4l; 
bid deadline, March 25, price of specifi- 
cations, $10.50 a copy. 

Ash handling plant, specification No. 
PE-Spec-42, April 1, tender documents, 
$10.50 a copy; and condenser and tut | 
bine oil burner tubes, specification No 
PE/1/937/57, April 29, tender docu- 
ments, $1.70 a copy. 

Bids are invited by the Controller of 
Purchase and Stores, Damodar Valley 
Corporation, Anderson House, Alipore, 
Calcutta, Specifications may be pul 
chased from India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Ave., Washington, D.C. 

Locomotives, 4, diesel, 2-foot gage, 
35 to 45 b.hp.; bids invited until March 
20 by the Secretary, Stores Purchase 
Committee, Government of Mysore, 
Bangalore. 
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Tender forms. including specifications 
may be had for $4.20 a set from the 
Trade Agent for Mysore, 28 Cockspur 
St. Trafalgar Square, London, S.W. 1.* 


fran 

Rail plates, 10,000, 4 punch heavy 
type; rail fishplates, 10,000; nuts and 
bolts for plates, 10,000; bids invited un- 
til April 5 by the Ministry of Roads, 
Imperial Iranian Railways, Tehran. A 
deposit of $2,000 must accompany bid.* 


lraq 


Insulators and _ insulator fittings: 
Glazed porcelain shackle type insula- 
tors, 15,000; M.S. galvanized shackle 
straps complete, 1,500 pairs; M.S. gal- 
vanized D-iron complete, 12,000; glazed 
insulators. with galvanized 
threaded pins, etc., 5,500. 

Glazed porcelain anchorage discs in- 
sulators, complete, 500; vertical-type 
insulators mounted on channel base for 
outdoor use on overhead 11,000 voltage 
systems, 150 sets (1 set comprises 3 
isolators); expulsion-type fuse insula- 
ter, mounted, for outdoor use on over- 
head 11,000 voltage systems, 200 sets 
(1 set comprises 3 isolators); and spare 
fuse elements, 1,200. 

Bids invited until March 15 by the 
Directorate General of Municipalities, 
Baghdad.* 


Note books, chalk, geometrical sets, 
and pencils for the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, bid deadline March 20; septic tank 
—sludge carrying truck, deep x-ray 
therapy apparatus for the Ministry of 
Health, March 20; electric transformers 
for the Ministry of Defense, April 5. 
Bids invited by the President, Central 
Foreign Purchase Committee, Ministry 
of Finance, Baghdad. Tender documents 
may be obtained from this authority at 
$1.40 for each tender. 


Pakistan 
Steel sheet, 37 short tons; bids in- 
vited until March 17 by the Director 


General of Supply and Development, 
Frere Road, Karachi.* 





Iraq Invites Tenders for 
Transmission Line 


The Development Board and 
| Ministry of Development of the 
Iraqi Government invite tenders 
until June 2 from qualified firms 
for the supply and delivery of steel 
towers and for the complete erec- 
tion of 300 kilometers (186 miles) 
of double circuit 132- and 66- 
kilovolt power transmission lines 
for the Central Euphrates Zone 
electrical system. 

Full information regarding this 
tender, contract No. 19, can be ob- 
tained from the Embassy of Iraq, 
2135 Wyoming Avenue N.W., 
Washington 8, D, C. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 

. The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 
Alcoholic Beverages 





France 
Boulestin & Co, (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Cognac, Charente, 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
large quantities of good- to high-quality 
cognac in glass bottles of 76 centiliters, 
prepared for export to United States. 

Boutelleau, S.A. (producer, whole- 
saler, exporter), Barbezieux-Cognac, 
Charente, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of good- 
quality cogmae in glass bottle of 75 
centiliters each; also in wooden casks. 
Address correspondence c/o Marcel 
Braastad, managing director, Pricelist 
available.* 

Cognac Moullon (S.A.R.L. Bastier- 
Chagnaud) (producer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 10 rue Grande, Cognac, Cha- 
rente, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of good current 
quality cognac in glass bottles of 75 
centiliters each; also in wooden casks. 
Other French brandies also available. 

Pivert Freres & Cie (wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 40 cours Journu-Auber, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to export direct 
or through agents in the States of Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Mich- 
igan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, North and South Dakota, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin (already represent- 
ed in other states), large quantities of 
from good current table qualities to best 
qualities, including vintage wines, Bor- 
deaux red and white wines in 75-centi- 
liter glass bottles; also in wooden casks. 
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Antennas 
Sweden 


Allgon Antennspecialisten, T, Cram- 
ner (importer of antennas for radio 
communications; manufacturer, export- 
er of antennas for automobiles, radios, 
televisions, and communications), Akers- 
berga, wishes to export direct or through 
agent radio antennas for automobiles. 


Catalog with price information avail- 
able.* 


Building Materials 
Denmark 


Kai Sorensen (importer of fire bricks; 
manufacturer of insulating bricks; ex- 
porter of building materials), 130 Bern- 
storffsveg, Copenhagen, Hellerup, wishes 
to export direct or through agent in- 
sulating bricks with a low thermal con- 
ductivity and a high cold-crushing 
strength. 


Chinaware 
France 

Procelaines Singer (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of chinaware arti- 
cles, art, household, and others), 79 rue 
Armand-Dutreix, Limoges, Haute- 
Vienne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of 
Limoges chinaware, including procelain 
perfume atomizers, hot water dishes 
for infant feeding, dishes and plates 
with nursery rhyme musical bases; also 
dinner, coffee, and tea sets in white or 
decorated chinaware, ring boxes, minia- 
tures, vases, etc. Artistic chinaware arti- 
cles will also be manufactured to order. 


Cigars 
Switzerland 


W. Sigg, Import-Export (importer of 
rubber, nuts, groceries, etc. manufac- 
turers’ export merchant), 70 Bahnhof- 
strasse, Zurich, wishes to export direct 
or through agent first-quality Swiss cut 
cigars, packed 5 to a box. 

Clothing 
Germany 

Stern & Englaender KG (importer, 
wholesaler, and sales agent handling 
ladies’ wear textiles), 21 Wiesenhuetten- 
strasse, Frankfort am Main, is imterest- 
ed in acting as purchasing agent for 


U. S. firms for European specialties of 
ladies’ wear. 


Foodstuffs 
Denmark 

Danish Specialties (export merchant), 
65 Hartmannsvej, Charlottenlund, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents specialty feeds, such as 
cracknels, made from Danish butter, 
sugar, eggs, ahd flour to be served at 
tea or coffee parties, cocktail parties, 
dinners, or any informal occasion, 


Forest Products 
Brazil 
Braswoods Imp. & Exp., Ltda. (whole- 


saler and exporter of lumber, veneers, 
and plywood), Rua Frei Caneca 72, Rio 


_u 
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de Janeiro, wishes to export direct or 
through agents in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and ports in the States of 
Oregon and Washington, prime export 
quality Brazilian fancy woods including 
jacaranda, Brazilian rosewood, Goncalo 
Alves, Courbaril, satin wood, and ivory 
wood mostly in log form and in ton 
units of 2,205 lbs., for use in veneer 
factories or by manufacturers of high 
class cabinet work or in interior deco- 
rating; veneers made from all types of 
Brazilian hardweods—available in every 
quantity unit, usually 1,000 sq. ft.—and 
Parana pine lumber and Imbuya (Brazil- 
ian walnut) lumber in large quantities 
of 1,000 feet board measure, 


Furniture 


Denmark 

Danish Specialties (export merchant), 
65 Hartmannsvej, Charlottenlund, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents first-class quality contem- 
porary furniture of teak, fumed oak 
with teak, and Danish beech (in teak 
or walnut colors), including sofas, arm- 
chairs, chests of drawers, desks, bar 
cabinets, sewing boxes, writing tables, 
and cocktail tables. Illustrated leaflets 
and price list available.* 


Glassware 


Denmark 

Danish Specialties (export merchant), 
65 Hartmannsvej, Charlottenlund, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents first-class quality gift arti- 
cles of distinctive glassware in modern 
lines, including orchid vases, ashtrays, 
bowls, tumblers, cluck bottles, jugs, and 
decanters. Catalog and price list avail- 
able.* 


Grape Juice 


France 

SIAPO (Societe Industrielle et Agri- 
cole de la Plaine d’Orb) (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter of wine, vermouth, 
and grape juice), rue Francois Feynes, 
Beziers, Herault, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 55,000 gal. of natural 
grape juice. Exporter desires full partic- 
ulars about U. S. grades and specifica- 
tions of grape juice, size and quality of 
containers, labeling, packing, shipping, 
etc. 


Grinding Paste 
Netherlands 


N.V. Ondix (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of core bits, reaming 
shells, diamond impregnated grinding 
wheels, X-ray tubes, diamond saws, and 
diamond tools), 13 Rotsoord, Utrecht, 
wishes to export direct grinding paste in 
tubes for grinding valves, cylinders, 
toothed wheels, etc. Descriptive leaflet 
available.* 


Handicraft 
India 

Indian Arts and Crafts Syndicate 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, export mer- 
chant of lace and embroideries, art cop- 
perware, Benares scarves and brocades, 


12 


ivory goods, and wood carvings), 2666 
Ballimaran, Delhi, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent except in Cali- 
fornia area where already represented 
large quantities of Indian handicraft, 
including ivory, brass, and copper art- 
wares, silk scarves, brocades, sandal- 
wood goods, Indian jewelry, embroid- 
eries and handloomed cloth. Illustrated 
catalog available.* 


Hospital Supplies 


England 

Mrs. Paul N. Goodwin (manufactur- 
ers’ agent selling general merchandise), 
I Wonford Heath Drive, Walton on the 
Hill, Tadworth, Surrey, wishes to ex- 
port direct identification outfits of let- 
tered beads for use in hospitals to iden- 
tify newborn babies. Set is composed of 
metal compartment box with supply of 
pink and blue lettered beads, thread, 
and identification slip. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflet available.* 


Household Gadgets 


France 

Manufacture d’Armes et Cycles de 
Chatellerault (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of household sewing 
machines, bicycles and accessories, fire- 
arms for hunters, garden sprinklers, re- 
frigerators, and kitchen and household 
gadgets), 36 avenue du President-Wil- 
son, Chatellerault, Vienne, wishes to 
export direct or through agent patent- 
ed kitchen and household gadgets, in- 
cluding a carving aid with handles used 
for holding meats or bread for even 
slicing; self-fixing towel hooks, and 
other devices, Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflets in French available.* 


Industrial Jewels 
Netherlands 


Archer International (export mer- 





New Korean Booklet Lists 
Exportable Items 


Korean Export Commodities for 
1958, published by the Chamber of 
Commerce of Korea in Seoul, con- 
tains a numerical and alphabetical 
index of exportable commodities, 
which are described and _illus- 
trated, and general information 
such as_ specifications packing, 
quantity produced, and _ export 
prices. 

The book also contains ‘a list of 
associations and alphabetical lists 
of exporters and manufacturers 
including names, addresses, prod- 
ucts exported, and other details. 

This publication is available for 
review in the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or in any of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 





a 








econ 


chant), 3 Berkenrodelaan (Amstelveen) 
Amsterdam Zuid II, wishes to export | 
preferably direct but will consider 
through agent approximately 100,000 of 
any item monthly of synthetic sapphire 
jewel bearings, sapphire, ruby, and 
agate parts and accessories for precision 
instruments, including Cup and Vee 
jewels, ring jewels, compass and air. 
craft instrument jewels; phonograph 
needle blanks; sapphire ball bearings 
and races; and agate balance jewels, 
Strict adherence to customer’s specifica. 
tions and requirements. 


Jewelry 


Denmark 

Danish Specialties (export merchant), 
65 Hartmannsvej, Charlottenlund, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents Danish silver jewelry in. 
cluding matching sets of brooches and 
earrings, all handmade of sterling sil- 
ver. Catalog and price list available.* 


' 
| 


Lacquerware 
Japan 

Zenrin Trading Co., Ltd. (export mer. 
chant), 69 Sakaemachi-dori 2-chome, 
Ikuta Ku, Kobe, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 10,000 pieces monthly 
of lacquered musical boxes for jewels 
and cigarettes, Catalog available.* 


Lamp Bases 


Denmark 

Danish Specialties (export merchant), 
65 Hartmannsvej, Charlottenlund, 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents modern design lamp bases 
of teak with brass rings, knobs, or feet; 
also teak candlesticks, Illustrated leaf- 
let and price list available.* 


Lead Concentrate 


Morocco 
Societe Miniere de Moulay Bouazza 
(mine operator; wholesaler, commis. | 
sion merchant, and exporter of lead and 
manganese ores, barytes, and fluorspar), 
6 rue Gastous, Casablanca, wishes to 
export direct 8,000 metric tons annually 
of lead concentrate—75% metal con- 
tent. 


Machinery 


England 

C. F. Brouncker & Co., Ltd. (mechan- 
ical and electrical engineers; also man- 
ufacturer), 2 Timber Hill Road, Cater- 
ham, Surrey, wishes to export direct 
automatic machines reported to embody 
completely new principles for the man- 
ufacture of high-quality nylon and tery- 
lene bias binding on a production basis, 


Plastic Products 


France 

Maurice Perisse (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Rieunes, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export preferably 
direct to importing firms such as depart- 
ment stores, but will consider through 
agent, very good quality flowers of 
polyethylene for church decoration, etc.; 
also, religious goods of plastic, 
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Netherlands 


N. V. Bara (importer of wadding and 
other materials for the padding indus- 
try; manufacturer, exporter of foam 
plastic shoulder pads), 37 Zwanenburg- 
wal, Amsterdam, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities of 
foam plastic shoulder pads. 


Rivets 
France 

Ateliers de la Haute-Garonne (Etab. 
Auriol & Cie) (manufacturer, whole- 


saler, exporter of precision rivets and 
other steel and copper products; tube- 
benders; small sledge hammers, etc.), 
16 rue Notre-Dame, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of very 
good quality high-precision aircraft 
rivets of nonferrous and ferrous metals 


School Supplies 
France 

Editions A. Rossignol (S.A.) (pub- 
lisher, wholesaler, exporter), Boulevard 
Gambetta, Montmorillon, Vienne, wishes 
to export direct or through agent illu- 
strated pedagogic documentation in 
French or English, such as material for 
collective teaching of history, geog- 
raphy, anatomy, etc., for use in ele- 
mentary schools, including wall and 
desk maps, diagrams, charts, pictures, 
and related articles, in color. Samples 
available.* Correspondence should be 
addresed c/o Mr. Audinot. 


Toys and Games 
France 


S.A. Millet Forestier (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of molded and 
turned plastic articles), Saint-Lupicin 
(Jura), wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of high- 
quality molded or turned plastic arti- 
cles, including dominoes, dice, poker 
chips, puzzles, etc. Labeling and pack- 
ing instructions desired by exporter. 


Watches 
Germany 


Helma-Uhrenfabrik Burkhardt & Cie. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 15 U.L. 
Frauen-Kirchhof, Bremen, wishes to ex- 
port through importing wholesalers, 
general distributors, or sales agents for 
specific regions in the United States 
stainless steel, gold, rolled gold, or gcld- 
plated wristwatches for men and wom- 
en. All watches have a patented antj- 
shock device protecting the entire watch 
movement. Firm also wishes to export 
high-precision watches that have un- 
dergone special testing, and automatic 
self-winding all-rotor watches. Illustrat- 
ed and descriptive leaflet available.* 


Winery Products and Supplies 
France 

J. Laffort & Cie (Societe) (producer, 
Wholesaler, exporter) 126 Quai de la 
Souys, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent large 
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Fertilizer Plant To Be 
Built in Iran 


The Chamber of Commerce at 
Kermanshah, a provincial capital 
in Western Iran, is planning to 
construct a chemical fertilizer 
plant to be financed from Govern- 
ment loan funds, 

‘The plant will have a capacity 
of 100-200 metric tons a day and 
probably will be designed for the 
production of nitrogen fertilizer, 
making use of natural gas from 
the Kermanshah oil fields. The 
President of the chamber requests 
U. S. firms experienced in building 
fertilizer plants to write to him 
giving the approximate cost of 
such a plant, the area in square 
meters it would occupy, and a re- 
sume of their experience in con- 
structing fertilizer plants. The 
chamber probably would be in- 
terested in a “turnkey” job. 











quantities of good-quality oenological 
products and supplies for wine growers 
and wineries, such as wine clarifiers 
and clearing agents, filtering material, 
preservative substances; also dosimet- 
ers (for dosage in wine of cupric or 
ferric ingredients), and sulfur dioxide 
dosing syphons. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Abrasives 
Venezuela 


Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s. agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive distribution 
or agency for emery stone. 


Agricultural Machinery 
Austria 


Franz Sturm (importer, “wholesaler 
of agricultural machinery) 1b Sale- 
sianergasse, Vienna III, wishes to pur- 
chase direct potato and beet diggers 
Suitable for Central European condi- 
tions. 





Automotive Equipment 


Iran 
Iran-Techno Corp. (importing distrib- 
utor), 558-560 Ave. Saadi, Tehran, 


wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for diesel trucks and dump 
trucks with capacity of 3 cubic yards 
and above. 


Bar Stools 


Venezuela 

Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive distribution 


or agency for stools for bars and soda 
fountains. 


Books 
Pakistan, East 


Camelot, Ltd. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), 61 Nawabpur 
Rd. 1st Floor, Dacca, wishes to purchase 
direct scientific and geographic books, 
including maps, charts, and globes. 


Cement 
Pakistan, East 


Camelot, Ltd., (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), 61 Nawabpur 
Rd., 1st Floor, Dacca, wishes to pur- 
chase direct Portland cement. Chemi- 
cals, Drugs, and Medicines. 

Pakistan, East 

Camelot, Ltd. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), 61 Nawabpur 
Rd., 1st Floor, Dacca, wishes to pur- 
chase direct chemicals, drugs, and 
medicines. 


Clothing 
Germany 


Stern & Englaender K.G. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 21 
Wiesenhuettenstrasse, Frankfort am 
Main, wishes to purchase direct wom- 
en’s clothing, including cotton dresses, 
wholesale-price range $10-$15; and orlon 
and ban-lon sets. (See announcement 
under Foreign Visitors). 


Construction Materials 


Ecuador 

CYMCA—Construcciones y Materiales 
C.A. (importer, wholesaler of construc- 
tion materials), 5905 Avenida 10 de 
Agosto, P.O. Box 3007, Quito, wishes 
to purchase direct construction mate- 
rials. 


Cotton Waste, Raw Cotton 
Belgium 

N.V. Kortrijke Katoenspinnerij (man- 
ufacturer of cotton thread, importer, 
exporter), Stacegemsesteenweg, Kort- 
rijk, wishes to purchase direct cotton 
waste and raw cotton. 


Electrical Equipment 


Venezuela 

Comercial Nunez C.A. (ithporting 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive distribution 
or agency for electrodes for electric 


~ welding (arc-welding), and thermostats 


manometers, automatic controls, and 
control equipment in general, 


Fats and Oils 
Italy 
A.RC.AL, s.r. (importer of edi- 


ble vegetable oils; manufacturer, ex- 
porter of tomato paste, peeled toma- 
toes, edible vegetable oils), 2 Via della 
Pace, Trapani, wishes to purchase di- 
rect up to 1,000 quintals (220,460 Ibs.) 
monthly of unrefined edible vegetable 
oils of good quality and low acidity. 
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Fertilizers 


Pakistan, East 

Camelot, Ltd. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), 61 Nawabpur 
Rd., 1st Floor, Dacca, wishes to pur- 
chase direct 200,000 tons fertilizer, 
ammonium sulphate. 


Hardware 
Venezuela 


Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks exclusive distribution 
or agency for files and sawblades. 


Motors 
Belgium 

Anc. Ets. F.A. Sansens, S.A. (im- 
porter of marine and automotive diesel 
motors and generating sets), 28 Blvd. 
du Chateau, Ghent, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for diesel 
motors. 
Venezuela 

Comercial Nunez C.A. 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
Calle Santa Ana, Frente a Granja 
Arroyo, Boleita, Caracas, wishes to pur- 
chase direct, seeks exclusive distribu- 
tion, or agency for single-phase electric 
motors. ’ 


Plumbing Equipment 


(importing 


Venezuela 
Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer's agent), 


Calle Santa Ana, Frente a Granja 
Arroyo, Boleita, Caracas, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks exclusive distri- 
bution or agency for stainless steel 
sinks. 


Refrigeration Equipment 
India 

Frigsales (India), (importing distri- 
butor, manufacturer), 9-B, Jindal House, 
Ajmere Gate Extension,. New Delhi, 
wishes to purchase direct air condition- 
ers, refrigerators, and cold storage equip- 
ment. Price quotations in Indian rupees, 
lowest c.if., Bombay or Calcutta, and 
illustrated catalogs desired by firm. 
Venetuela 

Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive distribution 
or agency for refrigeration equipment, 
including condensor units for freon 12, 
capacities from % hp. to 5 hp., air 
condensing; up to 1.5 hp. equipped with 
single-phase 110/220-v. electric motors, 
50 to 60 cycles; from 1.5 hp. up, with 
3-phase electric motors; the same also 
in sealed units. 

Firm also desires copper tubing, nuts, 
connections, fittings in general, hard- 
ware for commercial refrigeration equip- 
ment, solid insulation material for re- 
frigeration equipment (cork substitute), 
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diffusors for refrigerators, and _ ice- 
making equipment. 


Steel and Aluminum 
Venezuela 

Comercial Nunez C.A. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), Calle 
Santa Ana, Frente a Granja Arroyo, 
Boleita, Caracas, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks exclusive distribution 
or agency for chrome-plated aluminum 
and stainless steel in strips. 


Surgical Instruments 
Pakistan, East 


Camelot, Ltd. (importing distributor, 
commission merchant), 61 Nawabpur 
Rd., 1st floor, Dacca, wishes to puchase 
direct precision surgical instruments of 
all kinds. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Construction Materials 
Italy 


Ingg. Bertolazzi & Levi (agent), 6 
Corso Someiller, Turin, seeks agency 
for all of Italy from U. S. manufacturer 
of prestressed concrete wire. 


Foodstuffs 
Israel 


Isaac A. Behar & Son (importer, 
manufacturer’s agent for foodstuffs and 
feedstuffs), P.O. Box 1596, Tel Aviv, 
wishes to obtain an exclusive agency 
from U. S. producers of dried prunes and 
apples, California or Oregon. 


Hardware 
Venezuela 


Comercial Riehl C.A.(manufacturer’s 
agent, importing distributor), Calle El 
Colegio, Local Rodamientos FAG, Ur- 
banizacion San Antonio, Caracas, seeks 
agency or exclusive distribution of a 
complete line of ball bearings, roller 
bearings, and seal rings produced in 
the United States. 


Industrial Machinery 
France 


Francois Lalay (Establissements), 
(wholesaler processor, exporter of pelts 
and skins), 33 Rue du General du Bes- 
sol, Limoges, Haute-Vienne, seeks 
agency from U. S. manufacturers of 
good-quality modern machinery and 
equipment for manufacturers of boots, 
shoes, and slippers. Price quotations 
and catalogs desired by firm. 


Novelties 
Sweden 


Handols Taljstens AB (manufacturer, 
exporter of soapstone bricks, soapstone 
stoves, soapstone electric raiators, and 
talcum), Box 16006, Stockholm 16, seeks 
agency for novelties and other house- 
hold equipment for spare-time activity, 
suitable for sale through hardware and 
department stores, as well as sporting 
goods, toys, and games. 





re 


Radio and Television Equipment 


France 

M. & H. Penicaut (wholesaler, selling 
agent handling household  electrica] 
equipment, radio and television equip. 
ment, and related lines), 5bis Rue Jules. 
Noriac, Limoges, Haute-Vienne, seeks 
agency for good-quality radio and tele. 
vision equipment, including radio and 
television sets, and accessories. Firm 
also seeks agency for electrical house. 
hold equipment and related lines. 


Textiles 


Norway 

Teksatur A/S (manufacturer’s agent), 
3 St. Olavs pl., Oslo, seeks agency for 
textiles, especially dacron curtains, 


Veterinary Pharmaceuticals 
Israel 

Isaac A. Behar & Son (importer, 
manufacturer’s agent for foodstuffs and 
feedstuffs), P.O. Box 1596, Tel Aviv, 
seeks exclusive agency from U. §, 


manufacturers for vitamins for poultry 
and cattle. 
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Erich Stern, representing Stern & 
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Englaender KG. (importing distributor, | 


manufacturer’s agent), 21 Wiesenhuet- 
tenstrasse, Frankfort am Main, is in- 
terested in establishing contact with 
U. S. manufacturers of ladies’ cotton 
dresses, wholesale price range between 
$10 and $15, and manufacturers of or- 
lon and ban-lon sets. Scheduled to ar- 
rive March 31 via New York for a 
6-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Sol 


Kaufmann, 3593 Bainbridge Ave., New } . 


York 67, N. Y. (Tulip 2-7640). Itiner- 
ary: New York, Detroit, and Los Ange- 
les. 


Israel 
Amos Elhanan, representing Ham- 
gaper, Ltd. (manufacturer of rubber 


footwear, battery cases, and technical 
parts), P.O. Box 1335, Haifa, is inter- 
ested in obtaining technical information 
on manufacturing processes for hard 
rubber battery cases, and press molded 
goods. Was scheduled to arrive March 
1 via New York for a 2-month visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Solcoor Inc., 250 W. 
57th St., New York 19, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Waynesville (N. C.), and 
Akron (0O.), 


Italy 


Alberto Alberti, representing Luigi 
Alberti S.p.A. (importer, retailer, whole- 
saler, exporter of foodstuffs, Mag 2/A, 
Punto Franco Porto Vecchio, Trieste, is 
interested in visiting principal stores to 
study sales systems in U. S. market and 
sales distribution techniques in general, 
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| gs well as obtaining list of importers of dress: c/o Midston House, 22 E. 38th Presberg, 65-25 Alderton St., Forest 
| jiqueurs and jams. Scheduled to arrive St., New York, N. Y. (Feb. 28-Mar. 7); Hills, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 
March 12 or 31 via ‘New York for a 6- Allerton Hotel, 701 N. Michigan St., Dr. Jose Omar Terra, representing 
ing month visit. U. S. address: c/o Fabbro, Chicago, Ill. (Mar. 7-17); Hollywood  aAtiantic Airlines, Javier de Viana 2345, 
ical | 4500 Hudson Blvd., Union City, N. ¥. Roosevelt Hotel, 7000 Hollywood St., Montevideo, is interested in the pur- 
aip- Itinerary: New York, Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, Calif. (Mar. 22-31). Itin- chase of airplanes and legal regulations 
les- and San Francisco. erary: New York, Chicago, and Los and procedure pertaining to establish- 
els Angeles. ment of airline in Uruguay. Was sched- 
ele. Japan Thailand uled to arrive February 24 via New 
and Ken Hasegawa, managing director of York for a 2-week visit. U. S. address: 
‘irm | Feather Sewing Machine Mfg. Co., Ltd., Seukoon Sae Liew, representing Hua c¢/o Hardy Maclay, 1317 F. St. NW., 
use. | 73 Shiroyama-cho 2-chome, Joto Ku, Hin Furniture Co., 292 Mahachai Road, Washington 4, D. C. Itinerary: New 
Osaka’ is interested in promotion of ex- Bangkok, is interested in wooden, and York, Washington, Atlanta, and Bur- 
ports of the firm’s products—sewing aluminum furniture for home use, and bank. 
| machines—to the United States by es- seeks technical information on the man- 
tablishing closer ties with U. S. dis- ufacture of aluminum furniture and ma- 
nt), tributors of such products. Was sched-_ chinery for aluminum kitchenware as he 
for | uled to arrive February 19 via San_ desires to set up an aluminum kitchen- NEW TRADE LISTS 
" Francisco for a 2-month visit. U. S. ad- ware factory. Was scheduled to arrive 
| dress: c/o Toyomenka Inc., 19 Wall St., March 10 via Washington for a 2-month AVAILABLE 
New York 5, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, visit. U. S. address: c/o Hugh H. Light, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Los Angeles, and Warrenton, Va. Itinerary undetermined, 
rter, | San Francisco. but will visit all cities in which alumi- anne Koo eeaoeae tee Siewien 
and Kumao Kuribayashi, and T. Okumura, um firms and major kitchenware man- new trade lists of which mimeo-. 
“— representing Nichia os Co., ot ufacturers are located. By arms ‘domiciled in’ the ‘United 
onic Works, Showa-dori 7-chome, Kure, ates from this Division and from 
altry vested in punrchasing hot-strip Union of South Africa Department of Commerce Field 


mill rolling equipment, and seeks tech- 


N. I. Abelman, representing Bis... 2. 


ces. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 


‘ : : . . a . “ M f these list : of 
nical information on hot-strip rolling Abelman Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (import- by Pye ey woe Bh a OTe Bretaces, 
| mills. He wishes to visit some steel er, wholesaler, sales agent of textiles and industry data collected in 








strip mills. Was scheduled to arrive 
February 17 via New York for a 40- 
day visit. U. S. address: c/o Okura & 
Co., 30 Church St., New York 7, N .Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Pittsburgh, Bal- 
| timore, Washington, Detroit, Chicago, 
| Salt Lake City, Los Angeles, and San 


and soft goods), 34 Quebec House, Pres- 
ident St., Johannesburg, is interested 
in obtaining agency directly from U. S. 
manufacturer, if possible, for solid and 
printed cotton piece goods and rayon 
piece goods, such as taffetas, satins, 
plain and printed nylons, shirtings, and 


making the compilations. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Manufacturers, Importers, 
and Dealers—India, January 1958. 

Boot and Shoe Manufacturers—Italy. 
January 1958. 




















mn & | Francisco. mixtures of fiber and wool. Also inter- Chemical Importers and Dealers—Ja- 
sutor, | Kozo Ohata representing Kusakabe ested in orion and nylon knitwear for maica. February 1958. 
huet- | steamship Co, Ltd. (shipowner), 36 Women and children. Scheduled to ar- Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
is M- | Nishi-machi, c/o Kogin Bldg., Ikuta Ku, ive March 15 or 20 via New York for Dealers—Finland. January 1958. 
with | Kobe. wishes to establish contact with & 6-week visit. U. S. address: c/o M. I. Dental Supply Houses—Peru, Febru- 
otton | person or firm interested in manufac- Abelman, 45 E. 34th St., New York, ary 1958. 
tween ture and distribution of a new kind of N .Y. Itinerary: New York, Los Angeles, Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
of or- | toothbrush, a combination of toothbrush 28d San Francisco. Manufacturers — Venezuela. February 
to ar- | : “ye : “tly 1958. 
fore | tppaste tube, invented by Hisao Kust- Uruguay | Hardware Importers and. Dealers— 
o Sol | (0, Ltd., and reported to be patented | Manuel Epstein, representing self, Nicaragua. January 1958. 
New | in Japan and the United States. Sched- 2087 General Flores, Montevideo, is in- Hospitals—Thailand. February 1958. 
‘tiner~ | led to arrive during first part of March terested in obtaining exclusive repre- Iron, Steel, and Building Material Im- 
Ange- | vig San Francisco for a week’s visit. sentation in Uruguay for industrial porters and Dealers—Argentina. Febru- 
U. S. address: c/o Mitsui Steamship sewing machines, cloth-cutting machines, ary 1958. : 
Co, New York Branch, 21 West St., and button-holing machines. Scheduled Meat Packing, Sausage, and Casings 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York. to arrive March 14 via New York for a —Morocco. February 1958. ; 
Ham- month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o Milton Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
rubber | Pakistan porters and Dealers—Trinidad, B.W.I. 
hnical _ Abdul Rahim, representing Cloth Em- February 1958. pes 
inter- porium (Regd.), 49 Punjab Cloth Mar- . : Philatelists and Philatelic Societies— 
mation ket, Lahore, is interested in the expor- investment in Costa Rica. 
— tation of textiles. Scheduled to arrive Provision Importers and Dealers— 
mold the latter part of March via New York PARAGUAY Costa Rica. 
March | for a 4-month visit. U. S. address: c/o _ Rubber Goods Manufacturers—Repub- 
\ visit. | Unitex Co., 1392-1400 Washington Ave., me lic of Ireland. January 1958. 
250 W: | Bronx 56, New York, N. Y. Itinerary conditions and outlook Sewing Machines, New and Rebuilt, 
rerary: | undetermined. for United States investors Importers and Dealers—Thailand, 
), and Soap Manufacturers—Thailand. 
ange 65 cents 
Sten-Sture Kjellin, representing Regu- Canadian wheat and flour exports 
lator. & Instrument AB Billman (import- From U. S. Department of Com- during the first 4 months (July-October) 
| Luigt | er, wholesaler, manufacturer, exporter), merce Field Offices, or from the of 1957-58 are estimated at approxi- 
whole- 1599 Kungsholmsgatan, Stockholm K, is S sntendent of D + mately 98 million bushels, compared 
ig 2/A, interested in electrotechnic and auto- meg Beene ae with 120 million during the correspond- 
. U. S. Government Printing Office ‘ 8 ; , 
ieste, 18 / matic devices and heating controls. Was Washi D.C 9 > ing period of 1956-57, the Foreign Agri- 
ores 10 | scheduled to arrive February 28 via ashington 25, D. C. cultural Service reports. This is a de- 
ket and } New York for a 5-week visit. U.S. ad- [_ cline of 18 percent. . 
yeneral, 
M 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





Rhodesia Seeks Capital 
For Land Clearing 


The Southern Rhodesia Government 
is seeking U. S. capital for a land-clear- 
ing and development project on Lake 
Kariba. 

An intergovernment committee known 
as the Kariba Lake Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee, made up of the Federal, South- 
ern, and Northern Rhodesian Govern- 
ments, has announced that the work 
is scheduled for mid-1958, and inter- 
ested firms or their agents are urged 
to submit tenders prior to that date. 


The Federation Government report- 
edly will participate in the expenditure 
on clearing, to be completed by the end 
of 1960. A total of £3 million has been 
provided in the development plans of 
the three governments. American cap- 
ital participation is sought to assist in 
the clearing and development of the 
area which, when completed, will en- 
compass approximately 150,000 acres. 

Southern Rhodesia’s program calls for 
clearing about 70,000 acres on the 
southern side of the lake. The acreage 
will be divided into 4 or 5 blocks and 
tenders will be invited for clearing sep- 
arate blocks or combinations of blocks 
or the total area. Northern Rhodesia is 
expected to follow a similar procedure 
for its approximately 80,000 acres. 

Completed cost of clearing reportedly 
should not exceed £9 an acre. The Rho- 
desian Government requires that all 
vegetation, after being cleared to ground 
level, be destroyed by burning. 


Firms interested in bidding on this 
work may address inquiries to R. H. 
Roberts, Director of Irrigation, P. O. 
Box 8091, Causeway, Southern Rhodesia, 
and to the Economic Secretary, Lusaka, 
Northern Rhodesia. 


Australian Bank Official 
To Discuss Investments 


D. E. Rossell, deputy London man- 
ager of the Australia and New Zealand 
Bank, Ltd., is scheduled to arrive in the 
United States March 15 on a 2-week 
visit for discussions with American man- 
ufacturers and businessmen in the New 
York area interested in establishing in- 
dustrial enterprises, branch offices, 
and/or possible capital investment in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

This is Mr. Rossell’s second visit to 
the United States as a part of the bank’s 
program of investment promotion in 
Australia and New Zealand, and it will 
include only the New York City area. 
Firms interested in meeting with Mr. 
Rossell may address inquiries to him, 
c/o the Commodore Hotel, 42d Street 
and Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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Trinidad To Develop 
Port Facilities 


The Government of Trinidad indi- 
cates that it would welcome U. S. cap- 
ital investment for the development of 
port facilities at Port-of-Spain. Of pri- 
mary interest is the construction and 
operation of slipway and graving dock 
projects, which include ship repair facil- 
ities and harbor development. 


According to a 1956 survey, cost of 
the proposed slipway project has been 
estimated at approximately US$3.3 mil- 
lion, of which US$1.6 million is required 
for dredging. This figure provides for a 
slipway which would accommodate 
vessels up to 1,800 tons dead weight, an 
increase of 1,100 tons over the present 
tonage accommodation. 

Cost of the graving dock project has 
been estimated at US$10.2 million, 
which also includes US$3.7 million for 
dredging. 

As a part of the development scheme, 
the Trinidad Government also envisages 
large scale housing projects, and for 
this purpose would like to see a diver- 
sion of the mouth of the Maraval River 
which also will permit an extension of 
the present deep water wharf from 3,- 
700 feet to 6,500 feet. 

A brochure describing each of these 
projects is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Di- - 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
submit proposals to the Ministry of In- 
dustry, Commerce, Tourism, and Ex- 
ternal Communications, Government of 
Trinidad, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 





English Cam Manufacturer 
Wants Know-How, Capital 


Auto Cam & Tool Co., Ltd., of Essex, 
manufacturer of cams and cutting tools, 
press tools, and special-purpose machin- 
ery, wishes to expand its activities 
through a licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm. 

The company seeks patents, processes, 
and techniques for the manufacture and 
distribution in the United Kingdom and 
European countries of an end product 
to which its facilities are adaptable. 

Consideration also will be given to 
joint capital participation by the U. S. 
licensor or investor to expand present 
operations. The company reportedly has 
approximately 16,000 square feet of fac- 
tory space available for expansion if 
warranted by a new product line. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Edward James, managing 
director, Auto Cam & Tool Co., Ltd, 
Riverside Works, Harlow, Essex, Eng- 
land. 





British Publisher Soaks’ 
U. S. Licensor 


Whitefriars Press, Ltd., printer 
and publisher of technical books 
and journals, seeks a license for 
the publication, distribution, and 
sale of American trade journals, 
magazines, etc., in the United 
Kingdom. 

Established in 1916, the company 
reportedly has full facilities for 
letterpress printing and binding of 
medical and technical books from 
American manuscripts, plates, or 
complete page matrices. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Whitefriars Press, 
Ltd., 26 Bloomsbury Way, London, 
W. C. 1, England. 











Town in Scotland 
Invites Investment 


The town of Irvine, in Ayrshire, 
Scotland, is encouraging the establish- 
ment of industrial enterprises in the 
area, and for this purpose sites covering 
an area of approximately 250 acres have 
been set aside by the Government for 
new industrial undertakings. 

The town is desirous that the facili- 
ties of the Royal Ordnance Factory, 
which will become available in January 
1959, be utilized by new industry. This 
property covers an area of 135 acres, 
of whieh 87 acres are the factory site. 
In addition, a housing development com- 
prising 33 houses, six miles of railway 
sidings, pumping station, stores, labora- 
tory buildings, etc., also is available. 

Located some 30 miles from Glasgow, 
Irvine would welcome the establishment 
of all types of business enterprises. The 
area is particularly suited for light and 
medium engineering, however, as facili- 


ties in the form of foundries, machine | 
shops, and sheet metal shops are readily | 


available. 

Prospective investors will be provided 
technical and other assistance, includ- 
ing financial concessions if necessary, 
according to Officials. 


A brochure entitled Irving, Industrial 
Guide, and a 1-page summary, Facilities 
for New Industries in the Burgh, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C, 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Allan Young, Board of 
Trade, 95 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, 
Scotland. 
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Indian Electric Firm 
Wants Machinery 


U. S. participation in the establish- 
ment of a factory in India for the 
manufacture of electric motors, motor 
starters, and iron-clad fuse boxes is 


_ gought by the firm, Indian Electrim 


Tools Corp., of New Delhi. 


U. S. investment in the form of ma- 
chinery on deferred payment basis and 
technical know-how are primarily de- 
sired. However, the firm also is inter- 
ested in obtaining the services of an 
American firm experienced in the elec- 
trical field and the use of its trademarks 
and patents. The firm offers active 


_ participation in the management of the 
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enterprise and a share in the profits 
commensurate to the investment pro- 
vided. 

According to B. B. Lall, promoter of 
the firm, Government of India approval 
has been obtained for the project. As 
an essential industry under India’s sec- 
ond 5-year plan, the new establishment, 
to be set up as a public limited com- 
pany, will be located in New Delhi. 


Supplemental data on this proposal 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms also are in- 
vited to correspond with the Indian 
Electrim Tools Corp., 33/60 Rohtak 
Road, New Delhi, India. 





Scottish Promotion Council 
Offers To Assist Investors 


The Scottish Council (Development 
and Industry), formed to promote trade 
and investment in Scotland, offers its 
services to U. S. firms interested in 
establishing business enterprises in that 
area and/or concluding licensing agree- 
ments with Scottish firms. 

The Scottish Council, nonpolitical rep- 
resentative body for Scottish industry, 
offers to provide all possible assistance 
to investors interested in entering the 
Scottish market. Opportunities report- 
edly exist, particularly in concluding 
licensing arrangements, in the fields of 
engineering, scientific products, foods 
and packaging, chemical products, etc. 
- Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with the Scottish Council (Devel- 
opment and Industry), 1 Castle Street, 
Edinburgh 2, Scotland. 


British Inventor Offers 
Oil Burner License 


A license for the manufacture and 
sale in the United States of a newly 
developed self-proportioning oil burner 
is offered by the inventor, Edgar Cart- 
lidge, of England. 

The self-proportioning oil burner, for 
which Mr. Cartlidge holds a British pro- 
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visional patent, is said to be suitable 
for use on fuel oil from 34 seconds Red- 
wood up to approximately 3,000 seconds. 
The burner can be adapted for use on 
forges, furnaces, mufflers, boilers, etc. 

Mr. Cartlidge indicates that the 
burner has a number of new features, 
such as single-lever control for com- 
bined air/oil flow, single-lever choke 
control, simple construction, and a range 
of handling from % gallon of oil an 
hour upward. Applications have been 
filed for world patents. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Edgar Cartlidge, 57 Shirley 
Road, Dudley, Worcs, England. 





Belgian Industrial 
Plant for Lease 


Les Tanneries Gerard, S.A., Soignies 
tannery, is interested in leasing 2 floors 
in its modern factory building to a U. S. 
firm seeking manufacturing facilities in 
Belgium. 

Each floor reportedly has a total of 
3,438 square meters, with a _ ceiling 
height of 3.45 meters. The space in- 
cludes a 3,000 kilogram capacity ele- 
vator, independent entrance, and addi- 
tional buildings including a lunchroom, 
showers, laboratory space, fireproof 
warehouses, and an independent power- 
plant of 350-horsepower capacity. The 
buildings are said to be suitable for any 
type of manufacturing except heavy- 
duty equipment. 

The’ Belgian company will consider 
capital investment for a possible joint 
operation with a U. S. firm interested 
in the property. Labor is said to be 
plentiful in Soignies, a town of 12,000 
situated about 35 kilometers south of 
Brussels. 

Supplemental data including an illus- 
trated catalog of the plant and a sketch 
showing plant layout are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Divisian, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond direct with Les. Tanneries 
Gerard, S. A., Soignies, Belgium. 





investment in the 


PHILIPPINES 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Rhodesian Appliance 
Firm Wants License 


Joelson Bros., Ltd., manufacturer of 
sheet-metal products, water heaters, 
boilers, beds, divans, lockers, kitchen 
furniture, etc., wishes to be licensed by 
a U. S. firm for the manufacture, or 
part manufacture, of related products. 


The firm is particularly interested in 
the manufacture of household equip- 
ment, such as electric ranges, refrig- 
erators, freezers, and washing machines, 
for domestic requirements, and for’ this 
purpose seeks patents, processes, and 
possibly machinery. 

The plant covers an area of 12 acres 
with additional space available for fur- 
ther expansion. Facilities inelude rail 
sidings, separate electrical, refrigera- 
tion, pump, and engineering depart- 
ments, as well as enamel baking equip- 
ment, spray room, and toolmaking de- 
partment. The company reportedly is 
capable of producing sheet, tubular, and 
sectional steel products—from raw ma- 
terials to the finished article. 


A large sales network covers the 
Fedevation and adjacent territories of 
Mozambique, Belgian Congo, Kenya, etc. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with L. Joelson, managing di- 
rector, Joelson Bros., Ltd., P. O. Box 
328, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. 


Technical Know-How Wanted 
By Indian Steel Company 


U. S. technical assistance and know- 
how .are sought by the Bombay firm, 
K. T. Steel Industries Privgte, Ltd., 
manufacturer of ferrous and nonferrous 
castings, steel structures, tanks, etc., 
for an expansion of plant activities. 
Capital assistance is not required. 

Established in 1948, the company pro- 
poses to increase its production of rail- 
way freight cars, underframes, trailers, 
etc., to meet a backlog of contracts re- 
portedly held by the firm. 

Located in Ambernath, 35 miles north 
of Bombay City, the plant facilities in- 
clude iron and steel foundries, rerolling 
mills, machine tool and pressing shops, 
etc. 

A copy of the firm’s statement is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





Interested companies also are invited 
to correspond direct with K. T. Steel 
Industries Pvt., Ltd. Broach Street, 
Opp. Victoria Docks, Bombay 9, India. 





Germany’s cotton imports in the Au- 
gust-July 1956-57 season were 1,596,000 
bales compared with 1,276,000 imported 
during August-July 1955-56, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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Latin American Regional Market 
Proposed by ECLA Group 


Organization of a regional Latin American market including the 
20 republics was proposed by the group of seven prominent Latin 
Americans who met at Santiago, Chile, February 3-11, under the 
auspices of the U. N. Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA). 

Heretofore the proposals drafted by the ECLA Secretariat have 
tended to emphasize more limited groupings, such as Central America 
and the seven southern South American countries, and to concentrate 
on certain immediate objectives, such as multilateral exchange clearings 
and the creation of key regional industries. The broader approach 
appears to reflect the influence of the establishment of the European 
Common Market and the prospective greater weight of larger groupings. 


The Santiago proposals are in the 
nature of a working paper designed 
to lay down the essential bases for a 
regional market. On receipt of comments 
from the Governments, there will be 
further discussion at a meeting in Mex- 
ico City this year at which time def- 
initive recommendations will be readied 
for the ECLA conference at Panama 
in 1959. 

The following were the chief points 
agreed upon at Santiago: The market 
should be open to all Latin American 
countries; it should cover all the goods 
produced in the region with gradual 
and progressive reductions in customs 
duties on them; the less advanced coun- 
tries should receive special treatment; 
a single customs trariffs vis-a-vis the 
rest of thé world should be eventually 
established; specialization in industries 
and other activities engaged in by the 
regional market should be the outcome 
of the free play of economic forces 
within the overall conditions established 
by the agreement; a special system of 
multilateral payments should be _ in- 
stituted; member countries must have 
the right to impose temporary import 
restrictions; measures must be taken to 
avoid unfair competition; system of 
credits and technical assistance must be 
provided; an advisory body constituted 
by the member Governments and a 
system of arbitration must be estab- 
lished; participation of the private sec- 
tor would be desirable. 

The group meetings were held under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Galo Plaza, 
former President of Ecuador. Other 
participants, all of whom served in 
their personal capacity, were: Jose 
Garrido Torres, President of the Na- 
tional Council of Economy of Brazil; 
Rodrigo Gomez, Director-General of the 
Banco Mexico, S. A., Mexico; Flavian 
Levine, Manager of the Compania de 
Acero del Pacifico (Huachipato) and 
Professor of the University of Chile; 
Eustaquio Mandez Delfino, President of 
the Buenos Aires Stock Exchange and 
former President of the Honorary Na- 
tional Commission of Economy and Fi- 
nance of Argentina; Juan Pardo Heeren, 





former Minister of Finance of Peru; 
Joaquin Vallejo, former Minister of De- 
velopment of Colombia. 


The text of the bases for a regional 
market, as approved by the Santiago 
meeting and released by ECLA, follows: 


I. Universality of Membership in the 
Regional Market. Membership in the 
regional market must be open to all 
the Latin American countries, for which 
reason it is essential that conditions 
acceptable to all of them be established 
from the outset. 


The universal nature of the regional 
market agreement does not, however, 
imply that countries especially closely 
linked by geographical proximity or 
common economic interests shall not be 
empowered to negotiate among them- 
selves. But it is essential that these 
negotiations be effected within the 
framework of a general agreement, and 
along such lines that the concessions 
that they grant each other are not 
exclusive and are automatically ex- 
tended to other member countries, or 
to such countries as may become mem- 
bers in the future if all do not accede 
to the initial agreement. 


Il. Range of the Regtonal Market in 
Respect of Commodities. The ultimate 
aim of the regional market must be 
the inclusion of all goods produced with- 
in its sphere of influence. This concept 
does not mean, however, that the re- 
gional market must become effective 
immediately for all such goods. It only 
implies that the agreement will have 
to establish procedures and time limits 
for the progressive abolition of those 
customs duties and restrictions which 
nowadays hamper or prevent inter- 
Latin American trade. In other words, 
the agreement must be immediate but 
its implementation gradual. 


This principle once established, vari- 
ous ways of putting it into practice 
are conceivable, which must be care- 
fully examined before final recommen- 
dations are made. 

Ill. Development of the Less Ad- 
vanced Countries. The less advanced 


countries must be accorded special treat. 
ment to enable them, by virtue of their 
progressive industrialization and the 
overall strengthening of their economy, 
to share fully ‘in the benefits of the 
regional market. “ 
With this end in view, their duties 
and restrictions must be reduced more 
slowly than in the more advanced 
countries, in accordance with formulae 
to be studied; and such formulae must 
further establish facilities for exports 
from the countries in question, and espe. 
cially for goods produced by their new 
industries and other activities, so ag 
to ensure equitable trade reciprocity, 
In addition, other measures must be de. 
vised, especially of a financial nature, 
conductive to the more rapid develop. 
ment of the less advanced countries, 
IV. The Tariff System Vis-a-Vis the 
Rest of the World. One implication of 
the regional market is that it will «be 
desirable eventually to establish a Single 
customs tariff vis-a-vis the rest of the 
world. But in some countries the tariff 
has been deprived of its protectionist 
role, and has been superseded by re- 
Strictions of various kinds. Until these 
are replaced by a new tariff, a transi- 
tional system will have to be estab- 
lished to ensure the progressive aboli- 
tion of such restrictions in the coun- 
tries in question through measures cor- 
responding to the tariff reductions ef- 
fected by other member countries. 


V. Specialization in Industries and 
Other Activities. The specialization in 
industries and other activities which is 
one of the objectives of the regional 
market must be the outcome of the 
free interplay of economic forces within 
the overall conditions established by 
the agreement, and without precluding 
the pursuance of an investment policy 
best calculated to further the aims of 
the said agreement. 

It is inconsistent with this principle 
to accord specific countries the ex- 
clusive right to install certain industries 
or activities, or to impose restrictions 
on free competition, except as regards 
the special features of the integration 
programme of the Central American 
countries, which in this context, must 
be considered as a single unit, if such 
is the form of membership they desire. 

VI. The Payments System. In the 
interest of greater efficiency, the re- 
gional market must have a special sys- 
tem of multilateral payments conducive 
to maximum inter-Latin American trade 
reciprocity, and not deterimental to the 
possible participation of Latin America 
in the reestablishment of wider multi- 
lateralism. It is essential that, under 
the system established, the member 
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countries be protected against all ex- export prices may be the same for (Colombia Faces ... 
change risks. . any given commodity, irrespective of 


| yf. Temporary Import Restrictions. 
/Member countries must have the right 


| to impose temporary import restrictions, 
‘in accordance with regulations to be 





the market of distination. 

X. Credit and Technical Assistance. 
The regional market must be provided 
with an effective system of credit and 
technical assistance, both in order to 
stimulate intraregional exports and with 
a view to furthering the installation 
and development of the _ respective 
industries. 


XI. The Advisory Body. The problems 
that the functioning of the regional 
market will involve call for the crea- 
tion of an advisory body constituted 
by the member governments, and the 
establishment cf a system of arbitra- 
tion. 

XII. Role of Private Enterprise. For 
the formation of the regional market 
the agreement of the respective Gov- 
ernments is required. But the making 
of such a market a going concern will 
depend to a large extent on private 


enterprise, on its understanding of the ° 


problem and its ability to turn to ac- 
count the immense advantages offered 
by the regional market to industriali- 
zation to the introduction of more ad- 
vanced agricultural techniques and to 
overall economic development. 

It is, therefore, deemed supremely 
desirable to enlist the active coopera- 
tion for the organizations representing 
private enterprise, in both the national 
and the international field, for the study 
and discussion of these problems. 











The Bureau of Foreign Commerce presents... 


Sold by Department of Commerce Field Offices and by the Superintendent: 
of Documents, U. S$. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 


a series of handbooks 
on investment fields, 
economic conditions, 
agriculture, industry, 
taxation, finance, 
business methods, 


and trade 


in foreign countries 
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erally held firm. As a result of con- 
tinued press agitation and consumer 
demands, the Government announced 
that wholesale prices of certain food- 
stuffs would be frozen at November 30 
levels, and that increases would have 
to be justified by written petition to the 
Ministry of Development. 

Construction activity declined further 
in January throughout the country, 
Medellin being the sector hardest hit 
by rising construction costs and tight- 
ened bank credit. 


Industrial Activity Up 


Industrial activity was up somewhat 
and was generally regarded as good. 
Total employment was estimated to 
have increased slightly. Plans for sev- 
eral new industrial plants were an- 
nounced. Textile activity improved 
notably. Production of food canners and 
processers was reported near capacity. 
Local drug manufacturers were ex- 
panding output to counterbalance a 
drop in the supply of pharmaceutical 
products attributable to import restric- 
tions. Cement production was steady 
but with orders on a short-term basis. 

The Siderurgica de Medellin, Co- 
lombia’s only important steel-making 
company apart from the Government- 
sponsored Paz del Rio Steelworks, an- 
nounced that it was offering $4 million 
pesos in shares on the open market to 
help finance its expansion operations. 
Presently being constructed at the 
Medellin sites are a galvanized pipe 
plant, a rolling mill for small struc- 
turals (up to 1” for window casings and 
ornamental work) and a 5-ton per hour 
electric furnace. In its subsidiary plant 
at Muna (near Bogota) the company is 
adding a second small structural rolling 
mill and a 3-ton electric furnace. 

In 1957 the two plants produced a 
total of over 20,000 tons of finished 
products, principally reinforcing rods, 
from scrap materials. 

The association of local pharmaceu- 
tical industries, AFIDRO, reports that 
several new laboratories will be opened 
in 1958. Production of existing firms is 
rising significantly as the Government 
presses to have imports of finished prod- 
ucts reduced whenever possible. Imports 
of finished pharmaceutical products in 
1958 are expected to diminish by 40 
percent from last year’s total, accord- 
ing to AFIDRO. The country’s largest 
ethical drug producer, a subsidiary of 

a U. S. firm, expects to double its pro- 
duction by processing locally, on a cost 
plus basis, the products of foreign 
pharmaceutical companies which either 
do not wish or are not able to erect 
locally their own plants. 

All automotive assembly plants re- 
mained idle. Despite protests from the 
industry, the Government remained 
adamant in its decision not to allow 
imports for such high-dollar cost assem- 
bly plants.—U. S. Embassy, Bogota. 
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Rotterdam Port Sets High Record, 
Radar, New Facilities Installed 


Rotterdam, Europe’s largest seaport and claimed to be second only 
to New York among world ports, established new high records the past 


year. 


Further improvements were made in the port’s facilities during the 
year and development of Botlek Harbor and industrial area continued 


unabated. 

Average tonnage of very large vessels 
visiting the port continued to increase, 
although for the first time in several 
years average tonnage per vessel showed 
a slight decline because of the increas- 
ing significance of the coastal trade. 
Vessels of less than 500 gross registered 
tons arriving, as estimated by city offi- 
cials, numbered 6,600, compared with 


5,680 ships of this category entered in - 


1956. Entries included 150 vessels with 
a draft of over 34 feet, including 21 
drawing 36 feet or more, whereas ar- 
rivals in 1956 included only 106 vessels 
with a draft of over 34 feet. 


Collections of harbor dues from sea- 
going vessels in 1957 amounted to 20,- 
886,539 guilders, an increase of 4.2 per- 
cent over the preceding year (1 guilder= 
approximately US$0.263). 

Although seaborne cargo statistics for 
the whole year are not yet available, 
local authorities expect they will show 
an increase of 3 to 3.5 million metric 
tons over 1956, when the port handled 
72.2 million tons (1 metric ton=2,204.6 
pounds). This gain was due primarily 
to increased imports and transit ship- 
ments from overseas areas. Exports and 
outgoing transit shipments registered a 
decline. 

General cargo traffic rose sharply, by 
an estimated 15 percent. Quantity of 
mineral oils handled increased from 27.4 
million metric tons in 1956 to an esti- 
mated 28.5 million tons in 1957. 

Docking facilities for seagoing vessels 
and transit sheds and warehouses were 
expanded, Storage facilities for mineral 
and vegetable oils were also enlarged. 
Construction of a warehouse for cold 
storage of hides, the first of its type in 
Europe, was begun, and more shore and 
floating cranes and traveling loading 
bridges were installed. 

Numerous warehouses and tank in- 
stallations were constructed in the Bot- 
lek Harbor area and piers and landing 
stages are nearing completion. The first 
large oil tanker arrived in the third 
petroleum harbor just before the end 
of the year and discharged its cargo in 
the new storage tanks of Pakhuismees- 
teren. When all oil tanks under con- 
struction in the aréa have been com- 
pleted Rotterdam’s storage capacity for 
mineral oils will have an added capacity 
of about 1.5 million tons. 


Construction of Esso’s refinery in the. 


Botlek area will begin this spring. The 
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Esso plant is expected to be ready in 
1960, by which time expansion of the 
Caltex refinery at Rotterdam will also 
be completed and its present produc- 
tion capacity doubled. The combined 
refining capacity of the two firms will 
then be about 7 million tons. 


Radar Service To 


Hook of Holland 


Shore radar service between the Hook 
of Holland and the port of Rotterdam 
was Officially inaugurated on the first 
of January. 


During the month about 600 vessels 
made use of the radar service, of which 
352 used it within a period of 4 foggy 
days. At least 200 vessels would not 
have been able to sail along the New 
Waterway without the assistance of the 
new service. In the experimental period 
in 1937, 2,000 vessels availed themselves 
of the service. 


In the past up to 200 vessels have 
often been anchored near the entrance 
to the New, Waterway when fogs lasted 
several days. This January when a fog 
lasted 4 days not more than eight ves- 
sels were delayed at the Hook. During 
the same fog period the departure of 44 
vessels from Rotterdam was delayed 
only because their ports of destination 
were also fogbound. 

A further great advantage of the new 
radar system is that during the entire 
fog period not a single vessel had to 


anchor along the New Waterway Chan- 


nel. In the past such vessels have been 
dangerous obstaeles and have caused 
serious collisions. 

River craft also have availed them- 
selves of the new service, enabling them 
to reach the dock basins by means of 
radar pilotage——U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Rotterdam. 





Egypt plans to impose a fee on air- 
craft overflying the country without 
landing, according to an announcement 
by the Director General of Civil Avia- 
tion. It is to be as a “users’ fee” for 
aircraft which do not land in Egypt but 
must necessarily rely upon Egyptian 
navigational aids. There is no indica- 
tion as to the date that these charges 
will go into effect.—U, S. Embassy, 
Cairo, 


Moves Made To Hat | 5 
Drop in Ship Rates 
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The year-long drop in dry cargo ‘ayy nounced. 
tanker charter rates which has brought; Amon 


about an 80-percent decline in wor 


addition 


wide quotations may be drawing to aj) of whic! 


end under the impact of steps now 


»| the 


ing taken to bolster the slumping’ map! entire I 


ket. 
These include— a 


@ A move by influential Greek ship 
ping interests to seek a minimum chan 
ter rate to offset losses as a result of 
the uneconomic structure. 


@ Layup of almost 180 tankers anj 
several hundred dry-cargo ships in U. § 
and foreign ports. 


@ Cancellation of an estimated mil. 
lion tons of new tanker construction 
in the United States and abroad. 

The Greek shipowners’ action in New 
York in seeking to obtain a minimum 
rate, which they belive should be im. 
mediately set at their own break-even 
level of around 42 shillings, under 
threats of withdrawing their ships from 
the market is expected to have an im. 
mediate effect on boosting rates. _ 

It was learned that the Greek own. 
ers are meeting in New York to draw 
up a full rate schedule which is expect. 
ed to be made known soon. It will ir 
clude minimum rates for grain, coal, 
ore, and lumber, and a differential cov- 
ering different classes of ship. 


Short French Rail 
Line Electrified 











The electrified short rail line between | 
Lyon and St. Etienne, France, was in- | 
augurated in January. 

St. Etienne, an important industrial 
center and France’s tenth largest city, 
is now linked by an electric line to the 
main electric rail line between Paris 


to comp 
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and Lyon. The new section was elec 
trified under the 1,500-volt-DC system 
in use on the Paris-Lyon line. 

Back in the 1820’s coal mining was 
the principal industry in St. Etienne, 
and France’s first rail line, completed 
in 1827, linked the St: Etienne mines 
with the river port of Andrezieux. By 
1832 the line had been extended to Lyon, 
over the same route on which modern 
electric locomotives pass today. 

The locomotives to be used from Lyon 
to St. Etienne are the same ones now 
in service on the Paris-Lyon line, two 
of which hold the world’s speed record 
on rails at 206 miles an hour. They haul 
the world’s fastest train, Le Mistral, 
making the 317 miles from Paris to 
Lyon in 4 hours, an average speed of 
close to 80 miles an hour including one 
stop. 
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Expansion of Port 
Pesapore Planned 


The first part of a Singapore port 


. and dock development project costing 

) | spout: M$7 million will be undertaken 
‘this year, the Harbor Board has an- 

rgo any nounced. 

brought Among improvements planned are the 
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the other for passenger liners, The 
entire project will take over 2 years 
to complete. 

The projects are in keeping with 


ship. Singapore's declared policy of providing 


superior shipping and commercial serv- 
jees at the lowest possible price. 

Most observers are aware that if 
Singapore is to maintain its important 
function as an entrepot it must con- 
tinually streamline its facilities. That 
Singapore port handled 10 percent less 
cargo in 1957 than in 1956, because of 
a slackening in world trade conditions, 
emphasizes the necessity for maintain- 
‘ing the port’s competitive position.— 
U. S. Consulate General, Singapore. 





Argentina Allocates 
Rural Road Funds 


The Argentine Government has au- 
thorized allocation of 300 million pesos, 
the equivalent of US$7.8 million at free 
exchange rate, from the National Eco- 
nomic Recovery Fund to the National 
Highway Bureau to finance additional 
work on the so-called plan of feeder 
roads for agricultural development. 


The feeder-road plan, established by 
a decree issued by the Provisional Gov- 
erment on June 1, 1956, is designed to 
furnish the Argentine agricultural in- 
dustry with sufficient roads to facilitate 
the marketing of products. The National 
Highway Bureau was charged to com- 
plete the plan within 5 years. at an esti- 
mated cost of 1,500 million pesos. 

Earlier the Highway Bureau had been 
allocated 600 million pesos for work al- 
feady under way. The further 300-mil- 
lion-peso allocation, bringing the total 
amount to 900 million pesos, will hasten 
completion of the plan.—U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires, 


~ 





New Peruvian Air 
Services Approved 


The Peruvian Government has au- 
thorized Compania de Aviacion Faucett 
to establish scheduled passenger and 
targo service between Lima and Guaya- 
quil, and permission from the Ecua- 
doran Government is practically as- 
sured. 


Peru has also authorized Compania 
Ecuatoriana de Aviacion to initiate two 
Weekly passenger and cargo round-trip 
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flights between Lima and Miami with 
stops at Guayaquil, Quito, and Cali. 

A one-way fare of $40 between Lima 
and Guayaquil has been approved by 
the Peruvian Government for both air- 
lines, and a round-trip fare of $72 has 
been approved for the Faucett airline 
and a $65 round-trip fare for the Ecua- 
doran airline. 


It has been announced that the Fau- 
cett airline will use DC-4 planes on 
its two weekly flights to Guayaquil and 
that it will service Talara on its north 
and south bound flights. 


Australia To Expand 
Power, Fuel Supply 


The State Electricity Commission of 
Victoria, Australia, will spend more 
than £300 million, the equivalent of 
US$670 million, over,the next 9 years 
to meet the State’s power and _ fuel 
needs. 

As outlined the program will double 
power station output, more than double 
the present production of brown coal, 
more than treble SEC’s present output 
of briquettes at its Yallourn factory, 
and complete electrification of the en- 
tire State of Victoria. 

Work reportedly is scheduled to 
begin shortly on the £19-million Yal- 
lourn E power station, which is de- 
signed to add almost 250,000 kilowatts 
to the State’s generating system. Two 
120,000-kilowatt generators, the first of 
which is expected to be in use by the 
winter of 1961 (July) and the second a 
year later, would be installed, each with 
double the output of Australia’s cur- 
rently largest generator. 

SEC will complete the first stage of 
its new station at Morwell next year 
and begin generating electricity there 
in January 1959. Output will be in- 
creased as additional stages are com- 
pleted. 

At Kiewa a pressure shaft has been 
constructed for the new 96,000 kilowatt 
underground power station due to begin 
generating late in 1960. 

Work is well advanced on the Gee- 
long-Colac section of the new Mel- 
bourne-Colac 220,000-volt transmission 
line. This line is part of Victoria’s 
supergrid system which will link all 
main centers in the State. SEC’s supply 
area in the Wimmera, the western sec- 
tion of Victoria which is presently 
served by local power stations at Hor- 
sham and Murtoa, will soon be inter- 
connected with the rest of the State 
system by a new 66,000-volt transmis- 
sion line between Ballarat and Hor- 
sham. 

The new open-cut mine at Morwell 
would be developed for large-scale 
production of brown coal at the begin- 
ning of 1959. Erection of the first 
section of Morwell’s new briquette 
works is well advanced and production 
is expected to begin in 18 months’ time. 





TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES 


New Canadian Nuclear 
Power Agency Formed 


The Atomic Energy of Canada Lim- 
ited has announced the formation of a 
Nuclear Power Plant Division, to be 
located in Toronto, to coordinate opera- 
tions of the 20,000-kilowatt Nuclear 
Power Demonstration plant now being 
built at Chalk River and construction 
of a new 200,000-kilowatt nuclear power 
plant presently in the design stage. 

The Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission emphasizes that it is keenly 
aware of the desirability of producing 
nuclear-electric power aS soon as pro- 
duction can be accomplished with sat- 
isfactory performance and reasonable 
economy. It believes, however, this ob- 
jective can be met only by acquiring 
practical experience in design, construc- 
tion, and operation of a plant of this 
type. 

The Commission also believes that 
AECL’s decision to form a new division 
to handle construction of the 200,000- 
kilowatt plant is an important step in 
the development of a sound nuclear pro- 
gram for Canada. It has agreed there- 
fore to participate in the latter project. 

A Commission official stated it was 
his hope that the first major nuclear 
plant in the Commission’s system “would 
be available for base load operation in 
1965 or 1966 on a basis within compet- 
itive range of coal-fired stations.” —U. S. 
Consulate, Toronto. 





Mozambique Plans 
Highway Program 


A 10-year program of highway con- 
struction over the period 1956-1966, with 
a total budget of approximately 21.7 
billion escudos, or US$75 million, is 
planned in Mozambique. 


Although the plan has not yet been 
officially approved by the Portugese 
Government in Lisbon, work carried 
out in 1957 conformed to the plan and 
projected highway construction for 1958 
follows the program. 

Construction of highways should as- 
sist in developing the Mozambique econ- 
omy by opening new areas for agricul- 
ture, as well as providing employment 
to native and nonnative labor. 

The Mozambique Government has re- 
cently attempted to improve efficiency 
and effect economies in road building by 
opening all projects to bidding, whereas 
the Government formerly built roads 
with its own personnel. The Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Transport 
(Direccao de Obras Publicas e Trans- 
portes) is responsible for the planning 
and construction of national highways, 
bridges, and drainage systems in the 
Province of Mozambique.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Lourenco Marques. 
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Pacific West Coast Freight Confer- 
ence has agreed to removal of the out- 
port surcharge on freight to Nagoya 
Port, Japan, according’ to information 
received by the Port Authority from the 
Far East Freight Conference. 

The fee was to be removed on Jan- 
uary 10.—U. S. Consulate, Nagoya. 





Brazilian Federal highway BR-57 con- 
necting Tres Rios and Volta Redonda in 
the State of Rio de Janeiro was opened 
to traffic on January 31. 

The road, 126 kilometers long and 
completely paved, reduces the distance 
between the two towns by 55 percent. 

Average cost of construction and pav- 
ing per kilometer was 5.8 million cru- 
zeiros, the equivalent of US$319,000 at 
official exchange rate.—U. S, Embassy, 
Rio de Janeiro. 


Compania Argentina de Transpartes 
Aereos S.A.LC. (Austral), a private 
Argentine airline, on January 22 in- 
augurated its domestic air service on 
the Buenos Aires-Bahia Blanco-Trelew- 
Comodoro Rivadavia-Rio Gallegos route. 

Austral has also been authorized by 
the Argentine Government to operate 
regular passenger, cargo, and mail serv- 
ice between Buenos Aires and Miami 
via Cordoba, Salta, Antofagasta, Arica, 
Lima, Guayaquil, Bogota, Panama, and 
Kingston.—U. S. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires. 


—_——_—_—_—— 


ALITALIA on January 1, inaugurated 
two new year-round international flights 
between Naples and Paris and between 
Naples and London using new Viscount 
aircraft. 

Until April passengers will change 
planes in Milan, but beginning at that 
time a direct nonstop 4-hour flight to 
Lendon, using Viscounts, will be opened. 

The flight to Milan will continue and 
may be combined with a resumed 
Frankfurt service, which ceased last 
September 4.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Naples. 


—_— -— 


A large, modern airport was officially 
opened at Recife, Brazil, on January 19. 

The airport, considered to be the fin- 
est in South America, is open to both 
national and international traffic. Four 
international lines now use Recife as a 
stopping place, and it is believed the 
new airport will attract other interna- 
tional lines. 


It is understood the old terminal will 
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be turned over to the Brazilian Air 
Foree.—U, S. Consulate, Pernambuco. 





Construction of a new trunkline be- 
tween Tokyo and Osaka by Japanese 
National Railways has been proposed by 
a special committee organized to advise 
the Minister,of Transportation. 


The new line would parallel JNR’s ex- 
isting Tokaido line and would cost an 
estimated $500 million. 

Construction would begin next year 
and be completed in 1965. The track 
would be constructed in such manner 
as to permit an average speed in excess 
of 100 miles an hour and would thus re- 
duce passenger train time between the 
two cities from the present 7% hours 
to 3 hours.—U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 





A new highway running through the 
Central Negev of Israel to Eilat and 
connecting with the existing highway 
from Beersheba was inaugurated on 
January 17. 

The Israeli Prime Minister described 
the new highway as Israel’s dry land 
Suez Canal. 

Bus and taxi companies immediately 
announced added service from Tel Aviv 
to Eilat. 

The new 102-kilometer asphalt-sur- 
faced highway considerably shortens the 
travel time between Beersheba and 
Eilat.—U. S. Embassy, Tel Aviv. 





An electrified rai] line from the Lis- 
bon, Portugal, terminal north to Santa- 
rem, a distance of about 40 miles, has 
been inaugurated by Government offi- 
cials and regular service is to begin 
shortly. 

Work on electrification on the re- 
mainder of the Lisbon-Entroncamento 
stretch is in progress and will constitute 
the first stage of main-line electrifica- 
tion. 

Railway improvements in Spain will 
reduce the Madrid-Lisbon trip by 120 
kilometers, according to the local press. 
—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon. 





Ankara municipality, Turkey, has al- 
located 400,000 liras for establishment 
of another gas plant in the Yeni 
Maballe district, according to the local 
press. 

The Municipal Water Works is said 
to have submitted a 6-year project, to 
cost 175 million liras, to bring drinking 
water from the Sakarya River (1 Turk- 
ish lira=about US$0.3575).—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Ankara. 


TWA To Increase | Wo 
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To meet the unprecedented d 


for a new economy service to E ; oad bric 
Trans World Airlines has increased te p seotla 
scheduled number of trans-Atl ea 


flights providing economy-fare  seryig| . 


from 44 to 74 a week for the peak sum,| gill begi 
mer travel season. : | The n 

In addition to all-economy service with| what to 
Super Constellations, mew low fares wil} 
be offered beginning April 1 aboam 
long-range Jetstreams flying nonstop’to 
Paris, London, Shannon, Lisbon, ang 
Frankfurt, as well as from the weg 
coast to Paris and London. First-clagg) @ 
service also will be available on the 
Jetstream flights. 


The April schedule provides 16 aj. 
economy Super Constellation flights 
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weekly in both directions, which will be| . Forth 
increased to 18 flights on April 27 ang| Wm® TE 
36 flights on June 1. Jetstream sched:| pension 
ules furnishing economy-fare service be-| #22 W 
gin with 26 weekly on April 1 and 1,340 f¢ 
increase to a high of 38 in both dires 512 fee’ 
tions on August 1. betwee! 
The new lew fares, subject to Govern. sl 
ment approvals, will bring the round-trip Se 
New York-Paris fare down to $489.60, 
or $68.40 less than the present tour.| All‘ 
ist fare. The round-trip economy fare gineeri 
to Rome will be $591.50, or a saving of public 
$66.90 over the present tourist fare. _ po 





Greek, Yugoslav Power 
Systems To Be Connected 


A protocol covering interconnection of 
Greece and Yugoslavia electric power 
systems has been signed at Belgrade 
between Greek Public Power Corpora- 
tion and Yugoslav Union of Electricity: 

Terms call for construction by Yugo- 
slavia, Greece to share the cost, of a 
step-up substation and  high-tension 
transmission line to the Greek border 
to comnect with the Greek 150,000-velt 
network extension to the same point. 

Protocol provisions are subject to ap- 
proval by the PPC Board at Athens, 
and final agreement is expected in 
about 3 months—U. S. Embassy, 
Athens. 
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Ecuador Consular Fee Up 
On Grancolombiana Cargo 


The Ecuadoran consular fee on goods 
shipped on vessels of Flota Mercante 
Grancolombiana has been raised from 
the former 7 percent to 8% percent of 
the f. o. b. value of cargo shipped. 
* The bill, signed by the President and 
published in the Official Register, took 
effect on January 1.—U. S. Embassy, 
Quito. ta 
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f¢ | Work To Begin on 
|| Forth Road Bridge 


demand Plans for building the long-discussed 
E sad bridge across the Firth of Forth 
ised jfy jn Scotland in line with the main north- 
Atl south east coast highway system are 

now in an advanced state and if all goes 
Service| scording to plan work on the bridge 
‘K Sum.| ijl begin this summer. 

' | The new bridge will parallel, some- 
ce with what to the west, the well-known Forth 
res wil} Railway Bridge, which dates to the turn 
aboam of the century. At present vehicular 
traffic following this route must use 
ferry service between North Queens- 
faery and South Queensferry or follow 
a lengthy detour westward to Kinocar- 
dine Bridge, of fairly recent construc- 
tion, Which crosses at a relatively nar- 
row point where the Forth River runs 
into the Firth. 

Forth Road Bridge will be 1 1/5 miles 
jong, reportedly the fourth largest sus- 

bridge in the world. The main 
span will be 3,300 feet and side spans 
1340 feet, and the main tower will be 
512 feet above water. Estimated cost is 
between £14 million and £15 million, 
| the equivalent of US $42 million, which 
js expected to be amortized by toll 
charges. 

All work will, be done by British en- 
gineering firms, according to a recent 
public announcement. Target date for 
completion is set as 1962.—U. S. Con- 
sulate, Edinburg. 





Two Large Dutch Liners 
Quit Indonesian Run 


Sailings of the two largest Dutch 
liners on the Indonesian run, the Oranje 
md Willem Ruys, have been called off 
temporarily, Netherlands Steamship Co. 
and Royal Rotterdam Lloyd announced 
ina joint statement on January 30. 

Reportedly, the companies plan to 
have the Oranje make tourist cruises in 
the Mediterranean and the Willem Ruys 
to cruise to Bermuda, the Azores, and 
New York this summer. The companies 
reported that they may resume Far East 
operations after September.—U. S. Con- 
ftilate General, Amsterdam, 





Main Kuwait Runway 


To Be Hard Surfaced 


The 3,600-foot middle section of the 
main runway at Kuwait Airport is now 
fo be hard surfaced, connecting the 500 
feet at the north end and 1,360 feet at 
the south end already surfaced. 

Thus when the job is completed the 
larmac runway will be just under a mile 
long and 150 feet wide. ’ 

In addition, the tarmac apron in front 
i the terminal building will be en- 

to accommodate from 4 to 6 air- 
aft at once, and tracks will also be 


March 10, 1958 





surfaced for aircraft taxing between 
the airstrip and the apron. 

The whole operation will take about 
4 months. 

While the work is in progress most 
smaller aircraft, such as DC-3’s and 
Vikings, will use an alternate runway 
with a natural sandy surface. 

Determination as to whether larger 
aircraft will continue to use the air- 
field while the work is in progress is 
left to individual operators. BOAC ten- 
tatively plans to continue landing Con- 
stellations, but Viscount operators have 
not yet made up their minds. The latter 
must use a dust-free surface, but it is 
possible that they can use whichever 
half of the width of the main airstrip 
is not being worked on at the time. 
U. S. Consulate, Kuwait. 


E. Australian Port 
To Be Developed 


The Queensland Cabinet has approved 
the development of Mourilyan Port on 
the east coast of North Queensland 66 
miles south of Cairns. 

Development of the port is designed 
primarily to facilitate movement of 
sugar from that area. 

An important factor influencing the 
decision to develop the port involved 
compensation to the port of Cairns for 
any loss of revenue because of the com- 
petition, and the Sugar Board has 
agreed to increase harbor dues at Cairns 
to offset the loss. The Board has fur- 
ther agreed not to transfer the output 
of certain mills south of Cairns to Mou- 
rilyan Harbor and to install a bulk 
sugar terminal at Cairns as soon as the 
decline in demand for bagged sugar 
makes the installation practicable. 

Total cost of developing Mourilyan 
Port is estimated at approximately 2.25 
million Australian pounds, including 
widening and deepening of the harbor 
entrance to permit vessels 460 feet long 
and with a draught of 30 feet to enter 
the harbor.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Sydney. 


Jordan Plans To Build 
Three Primary Highways 


Jordan is planning a primary north- 
south highway from the Syrian border 
to Aqaba, via Amman, and two primary 
east-west routes, one from Afhman to 
Jerusalem and one from the Iraq border 
to Nablus via Mafraq and Jerash. 

A shortage of local contractors has 
made highway construction in Jordan 
by force-account the usual practice. 
Current exceptions are two contracts, 
one for construction of 200 kilometers 
of the Desert Road, and the other for 
the Jordan River Bridge on the Na’ur- 
Kallia highway. The expressed inten- 
tion of the Jordan Government, how- 
ever, is to promote greater use of con- 
tract construction—U. S. Embassy, 
Amman. 








Government Agency To 
Operate Port Colombo 


The Government of Ceylon will soon 
form a 100-percent Government-owned 
corporation to take over and operate 
the privately owned landing,. lighter- 
age, and stevedoring companies in Co- 
lombo port. 

It is questionable, however, whether 
formation of the corporation will be a 
solution to the port’s ills. 

Working conditions in Colombo Har- 
bor are gradually returning to normal 
with the easing in labor tension, but 
peak working capacity remains to be 
attained. The backlog of cargo caused 
by the late November general strike 
and the subsequent slowdowns and in- 
termittent stoppages are expected to be 
cleared in about 6 weeks. 

Meanwhile the acute port congestion 
has threatened to disrupt the Ceylonese 
economy. Food stocks have run low, es- 
sential exports and imports have been 
held up, tea and rubber auctions have 
been cancelled; and consumer goods 
shortages and high prices have been ex- 
perienced.—U. S. Embassy, Colombo. 





Buenos Aires Plans 
New Passenger Pier 


A new passenger pier is to: be built 
in the Port of Buenos Aires, work to 
begin this year, the Brazilian Ministry 
of Public Works has announced. 

The pier will be in the southern end 
of the North Basin and will cover a 
3,200-square meters surface, including 
car-parking space, waiting rooms, a 
restaurant, and rooms for officials of 
Customs Maritime Prefecture, Ports, 
examination of baggage, etc. The dock- 
side will measure 370 meters in length 
to allow for docking operations of two 
oceangoing vessels at the same time. 

Construction of the new pier will 
be the first step in a port-improvement 
project estimated to cost between 300 
and 400 million pesos. Part of the pro- 
ject will be financed by Export-Import 
Bank credits. Two of five bids for 
tenders included in this financing have 
already been opened for the supply of 
80 motor-driven loading equipment 
units and 20 tractors amounting to a 
total of $450,000. A call for bids was 
to be made on February 14 among 
U. S. firms for the supply of 35 cranes, 
special cleaning trucks, and transporta- 
tion belts for use in loading and un- 
loading cargo in bulk.—U. S. Embassy, 
Buenos Aires. 





New Zealand exports of hops in the 
10-month period January-October 1957 
totaled 320,900 pounds, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports, 
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Irish Government Acts 
To Aid Tourist Industry 


The Government of Ireland has pro- 
vided additional aid for development of 
the tourist industry, with particular em- 
phasis on extension of accommodation 
facilities. 

The measures, embodied in the Tour- 
ist Traffie Bill 1957 which will soon be- 
come law, include the following: 

@ Five-year renewal of the Tourist 
Board’s power to arrange for the Minis- 
ter of Industry and Commerce to guar- 
antee the principal and interest of loans 
for new or expanded accommodations or 
facilities up to one-half the total cost. 

@ Extension of the Board’s power to 
make grants toward payment of inter- 
est on loans for tourism improvements 
to loans for this purpose arranged di- 
rectly by interested parties and not 
guaranteed through the Board. Previ- 
ously grants toward the payment of in- 
terest could only be made on those loans 
guaranteed by the Board. 


@ Provision for the Board to make 
grants specifically for tourism improve- 
ments to local authorities and com- 
panies formed to develop tourist re- 
sorts. 

e@ Board authorization to prepare and 
distribute lists of guest houses and other 
types of informal accommodations not 
required to register as hotels or similar 
facilities. 

e Authority for the Board to draw 
up requirements specifying the general 
character, accommodations, and services 
for motel-type facilities, Ireland has no 
motels, but several projects reportedly 
are under consideration and this pro- 
vision was enacted in anticipation of 
their development. 

@ Requirement for motel-type facili- 
ties to register with the Board. 

—U.S, Embassy, Dublin. 


Peak Tourism in Yugoslavia 
Brings Earnings Up 20 Percent 


Tourism in 1957 established a record 
year for Yugoslavia, according to Yugo- 
press, with foreign exchange earnings 
up 20 percent over the receipts of 1956. 

Yugoslavia’s foreign exchange earn- 
ings from tourism was shown in Organ- 
ization for European Economic Coop- 
eration statistics at about $7 million in 
1956. The total number of foreign and 
domestic tourists in 1957 was up 12 per- 
cent over 1956 and 6.7 percent higher 
than the preceeding record year of 1955. 
The number of foreign visitors to Yugo- 
slavia was 26 percent above 1956 levels 
and 1 percent above the record 1955 
level. Austrians, Germans, Italians, and 
French were predominant among the 
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1957 visitors, with some reduction in the 
number of tourists from Denmark, 
Netherlands, and the United States. 


The Yugoslav State Commission for 
Tourism anticipates a good season in 
1958 with prices at approximately 1957 
levels. It is hoped that this factor, plus 
improved travel connections, should 
make Yugoslavia competitive with neigh- 
boring countries. The average daily ex- 
penditure of foreign tourists in Yugo- 
slavia is half that of foreign tourists in 
Italy and Austria according to the State 
Commission.—U. S. Embassy, Belgrade, 





Israeli Hotels Now 
Booked Through June 


Hotels in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem re- 
portedly are now booked completely 
through late June and are refusing to 
accept further advance reservations. 


Travelers planning to visit Israel are 
warned by the U. S. Embassy at Tel 
Aviv to seek confirmation of their hotel 
and housing accommodations before pro- 
ceeding to Israel during the celebration 
of the country’s 10th anniversary from 
March through June 1958. 


Large-scale preparations have been 
under way, however, for receiving the 
flood of tourists expected in 1958. The 
target for the year is set at 86,000 tour- 
ists, 

The Government according to the di- 
rector of the Government Tourist Com- 
pany was to place at the disposal of 
hotel owners a total sum of I£1 mil- 
lion as working capital, the lack of 
which has been regarded as the heaviest 
handicap to.the hotel business. A second 
difficulty was the lack of trained hotel 
personnel and the absence of training 
facilities after two vocational schools 
in this field had closed down. 

The Accadia Hotel—closed in the win- 
ter of 1957—was sold to an American- 
Israeli group, which promised to open 
the hotel in February. Plans for enlarg- 
ing first-class hotels in Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem were revealed, and an agree- 
ment for building a new hotel near the 
Hot Springs was concluded. The Gov- 
ernment Tourist Corporation also con- 
cluded agreements with private apart- 
ment owners for the supply of a total 
of 1,000 Additional rooms. 

The number of tourists in 1957 was 
44,559, compared with 42,567 in 1956. 
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The budget committee of the Nationa), 
Assembly of Panama proposes to dive, =" 
the $170,000 included in the new Agri. 
culture and Commerce budget for tour. 
ist propaganda in the United States to. 
projects in the Republic of Panama— 
$25,000 for the new Housing Institute THE 
and the parceling of lands given back 
to Panama at Paitilla Point by the) MATIC 
United States; and $16,000 for a new! house 
fire alarm system in David. The re! by U. 
mainder will be used for schools, dis. | manuf 

The 


DEEL 


pensaries, and penetration roads.—v, §, 
Embassy, Panama. 
“WTIS 
Travelers arriving in Portugal from tained 
France in 1957 totaled 50,440 or an in- Servic 
crease of 23.8 percent over 1956. In and 2 
creases also were noted in arrivals from | 
the United States, which numbered | supple 
37,546, up 5.3 percent; from the United | Forei 
Kingdom, 21,178, up 30.5 percent; and alysts 
from Germany, 12,150, up 30.8 percent. 
—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon, 











1 

A semiofficial agency for tourism in Phi 
Afghanistan will be established soon, 
according to the press, as a result of a e 
joint effort by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, Press Department, Afghan Gen- 
eral Transport Co., Ariana Afghan Air- 
lines, a commercial bank, and a hotel 
company. 

The Royal Government of Afghanis- 
tan will hold 51 percent of the shares, 
and the Ministry of Education and Press 
Denartment will provide the subsidy 
for 3 years.—U. S. Embassy, Kabul. 








A new hotel in Karta-e-Wali, section 
of Kabul, is now prepared to receive 
visitors. Situated on a corner of two 
of Kabul’s paved roads about 3 miles 
from the airport and approximately 3 
blocks from the main shopping district, 
the hotel will constitute an annex to 
the Kabul Hotel and has 80 rooms and 
14 baths. 

No central heating is provided, and 
fuel for wood-burning stoves must be 
purchased by the guest. The hotel's ac- 
commodations are adequate by Kabul 
standards.—U. S. Embassy, Kabul. 





Greece Scheduled To Get 
18,000 More Telephones 


The Greek Telecommunications Au- 
thority (CTE) has announced that it 
will purchase 18,000 telephone sets in 
addition to 50,000 sets contracted for 
early in 1957. 


The additional purchase will be made 
under the agreements signed with eight 


foreign countries for the purchase of the 
50,000 sets. All of the 68,000 sets will be 
installed within the next 4-year period. 

Since establishment of the OTE in 
1949, it has constructed 58 buildings— 
increasing building capacity by 142 per- 
cent, installed 21 new automatic tele- 
phone exchanges, added 27,000. new lines 
to existing automatic exchanges, and 
greatly improved international _ tele- 
phone and telegraph service. 
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Philippines Sets Up 
New Trade Controls 


A new report published by BFC on 
the import and export controls of the 
| Philippines—the second ranking trading 
partner of the United States in the 
Far East—will be useful to foreign 
traders not only as a source of in- 
formation on regulations but also, when 
used in conjunction with the current 
classification of their products for ex- 
port, for assessing marketing prospects 
| in the Philippines. 

This report supersedes the WTIS 
publication of the same title, part 2, 
No. 55-104, issued in September 1955. 
Significant changes in Philippine trade 
regulations since publication of the 
| earlier report are noted, including the 
adjustment of exchange quotas for pro- 
ducers and importers, new criteria for 
determining the essentiality of import 
commodities for exchange allocation 
purposes, new designations for various 
classifications of imports, and the is- 
suance of general switching or substitu- 
tion rules. The report also has been 
expanded to include discussions of topics 
not covered, or discussed only briefly, 
in the previous report, including barter 
regulations under the No-Dollar Import 
Law, operations of the National Mar- 

keting Corporation (a Government trad- 
| ing agency), and the Filipino Exclusive 
’ Distributorship Program. 

The report will be particularly help- 
ful in interpreting various import re- 
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cember 9, 1957, which -establishes 
stringent credit restrictions on imports, 
is printed as an appendix. 


[] Licensing and Exchange Con- 
trols ... the Philippines. WT7/S, part 
2, No. 58-10, 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Ten Other WTIS Reports 
Published by BFC 


[] Basic Data on the Economy of 
Afghanistan. WTI/S, part 1, No. 58-7. 
13 pp. 1 map. 10 cents. 


The same title in the World Trade 
Information Service, part 1, No. 55-74, 
July 1955, is superseded by this report 
on Afghanistan. 

Information is furnished on the struc- 
ture of Afghanistan’s economy—agricul- 
ture, mining, forests, industry, power, 
transportation, and telephone and tele- 
graph. Data are supplied on Afghan- 
istan’s finance, foreign trade, economic 
development, and marketing and trade 
practices. In addition, a description is 
given of the geography and climate, 
population, and form of government of 
Afghanistan, 


“Afghanistan’s major imports,” the 
report observes, “are textiles, machin- 
ery, vehicles, building materials (prin- 
cipally iron, steel, and cement), petro- 
leum products, sugar, and tea. Wheat 
and wheat flour have been significant 
imports from time to time depending 
upon the volume of domestic produc- 
tion.” 


[] Railway Developments in Japan. 
WTIS, part 1, No. 58-8, 10 pp. 10 cents. 


Japan’s railway system is of over- 
whelming importance in the country’s 
general transportation picture because 
of the failure of ocean shipping to re- 
cover from the effects of World War 
II, according to this report. 

The publication describes the main 
features of the Japanese system—track- 
age and its maintenance, bridges and 


fares, and charges, and expansion plans. 
A two-page map identifies the main 

rail lines and connecting lines, and 

shows the extent of electrification. 


L] Establishing a Business in France. 
WTIS, part 1, No. 58-9. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


This report, which supersedes WTIS, 
part 1, No. 56-74, issued in September 
1956, outlines the French Government’s 
policy on investment, and points out 
that French law regarding the creation 
of commercial enterprises usually makes 
a distinction between residents and non- 
residents rather than between foreigners 
and French citizens. 

The conditions that applications to 
invest foreign capital, or to create a 
French concern, must meet, as well as 
other phases of the screening procedure, 
are described in detail, as are also the 
kinds of business organization from 
which the prospective enterprise may 
choose. 

The report discusses the regulations 
affecting labor costs and conditions, and 
explains the procedure a foreigner must 
follow to obtain a sojourn card for resi- 
dence in France; a worker’s card, to 
hold a salaried position; and a commer- 
cial card, to establish any kind of busi- 
ness. 

Another major topic is taxation— 
taxes payable by an enterprise as such; 
by an enterprise in its capacity as a 
collection agent for the Government; 
and by an individual on income. 


[] Licensing and Exchange Controls 
. «+ Chile. WTIS, part 2, No. 58-8. 8 
pp. 10 cents. 


The objectives of Chilean import and 
export restrictions are given in this 
report, which describes how the con- 
trol system operates. 

It goes into considerable detail with 
respect to the import authorization plan 
—the criteria for including goods on 
Chile’s list of permissible imports; im- 
port deposit categories and deposit re- 
quirements; the need to have deposit 
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certificates for consular authorization; 
consideration of import “real value’; 
release of the import deposit; variations 
in or exceptions from import deposit 
requirements; and exceptions to the 
list of permissible imports. 

The report discusses Chile’s control 
of foreign exchange for imports, as well 
as her control of receipts of exchange 
for exports, and the licensing of exports, 


[] import Tariff System of Peru. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-11. 4 pp. 10 
cents. 


In addition to the information usually 
included in this series of reports, such 
as the bases of specific and ad valorem 
duties and the method of payment of 
duty, this publication discusses in some 
detail the several kinds of customs sur- 
charges, sales and internal taxes, fees 
for consular documents, and trade re- 
strictions applicable to specific products. 


[] import Tariff System of Hon- 
duras. WTIS, part 2, No. 58-13. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 


This report supersedes the same title 

in the World Trade Information Service, 
part 2, No. 56-19, published February 
1956. 
. It presents up-to-date information on 
bases of specific and ad valorem duties, 
method of payment of duties, preferen- 
tial duties, customs surtaxes, sales and 
other internal taxes, consular documents 
and fees, trade restrictions, and special 
regulations. In addition, it supplies data 
on the units of currency, weight, and 
measure. 


Pharmaceutical Regulations of 
ran. WTIS, part 2, No. 58-14. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 


Some of the main points contained 
in Iran’s basic laws governing the im- 


World Trade Information Service Order Form 


1) Enclosed ig $............:.ccseseees 


Also enclosed is $.................... for which please 
enter my subscription for the following Part(s) 





of the WTIS. [] Part 3—Statistical Reports,  §6 a year ($7.50 to foreign addres) 
DAI, ccccecasnscerceasyesrtoqncsnsevognconcarenseossscsecseeees aninaraaen svevesvesvecec NGGIOSS sesesees init 
City seccsoresveseveee an 





Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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portation and sale of pharmaceutical 
products are discussed in this report. 


[] Marking and Labeling Require- 
ments of Spain. WT/S, part 2, No. 
58-18, 2 pp. 10 cents. 


Spanish requirements for marking 
specific commodities, wording labels, 
containers, and wrappers, and labeling 
foodstuffs, soaps, and pharmaceuticals 
are mentioned in this report. 

Prohibitions on false labeling and pen- 
alties for the infringement of regula- 
tions are described. 


[] Foreign Trade of Iraq, 1955-56. 
WTIS, part 3, No. 58-2. 4 pp. 20 cents. 


The important aspects of Iraq’s for- 
eign trade are presented in this statis- 
tical summary. Table 1 gives annual 
totals for 1937-39 and 1946-56. Iraq’s 
trade by principal countries and princi- 
pal commodities is shown in tables 2 
through 6; principal items in trade with 
the United States are presented in 
tables 7 and 8. 


[] World Trade Review as of Jan- 
vary 1958. WTIS, part 3, No. 58-4, 
12 pp. 20 cents. 


This report is a statistical summary 
of the foreign trade of the free-world 
countries and five of the Soviet bloc 
countries as of January 1958, Charts 
on the covering page indicate the place 
of the European Economic Community 
(EEC) in world trade. According to the 
report, “In the first 9 months of 1957, 
EEC exports accounted for nearly one- 
fourth of total world exports, as com- 
pared with only one-sixth in 1950; 58.6 
percent of EEC exports in January-June 
1957 were shipped to European destina- 
tions, though EEC countries depended 
heavily (54.5 percent) on sources out- 
side Europe for imports.” 


[]. Part |—Economic Reports. 


es eae ese ee eee eB eae ee eee eee ee ee eee | 


individual WTIS reports checked on the above list. 


(1) Part 2—Operations Reports. 


———S 


WTIS Reports Available 


On Subscription 

Issued in three parts, the World 
Information Services gives the kinds g 
data described below: 





[] Part 1, Economic Reports. 


$6 2 
year ($8.50 to foreign address), | awe 


Information, by country, such ag ap. 
nual reviews of developments in ego. 
nomic sectors; reports presenting basig 
data on the economy; publications dea}. 
ing with establishing businesses abroad; 
foreign laws and regulations aff 
trade and investment; reports on trang. 
portation and transport facilities ang 
on other utilities. 


[] Part 2, Operations Reports, §¢ 
@ year ($8.50 to foreign address), |™ 


Reports, by country, on preparing 
shipments; licensing and exchange con. 
trols; marking and labeling require. 
ments; pharmaceutical regulations; na. 
ture of import tariff system; patent and 
trademark regulations; living costs and 
conditions; other operational informa. 
tion. 


[] Part 3, Statistical Reports. $6 q 
year ($7.50 to foreign address). 


Foreign trade of the particular coun. 
try (annual); monthly data on total 
export and import trade of the United 
States; trade of the United States with 
about 10 major countries or areas (in. 
dividual annual reports); miscellane- 
ous statistical data. 








The 1957 Turkish raisin pack is esti- 
mated at 58,000 short tons, slightly 
more than half as large as the bumper 
1956 pack of 110,000 tons, and 19 per- 
cent less than the 72,000-ton average 
for 1950-54, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. 


$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 
$6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





British Factory Show 
To Add New Features 





| ‘Floor space for the Sixth Factory 
uipment, Heating, Ventilating, and 
1 Insulation Exhibition, sched- 
Rerun Court, London, April 14- 
19, has been increased by 25 percent to 
te additional features, which 

indude a thermal insulation section, 

Thirty of the world’s leading manu- 

of imsulating materials and 

t have taken space and more 
than 400 different types of products of 
ery branch of the industry will be 
on display. 

The title of the exhibition has been 
changed from Factory Equipment Ex- 
pibition to include Heating, Ventifating 
and Thermal Insulation. Conferences 
are scheduled on productivity and effi- 
dency, reducing the cost of handling 
materials, and insulating materials and 

nt. 

Subjects to be covered include venti- 
lation and dust extraction, fuel equip- 
ment, office systems, production con- 
trol, packing and packaging, works 
construction and maintenance, spray- 
ing and finishing, and mobile equipment 
induding trucks, lifting devices, and 
foor-cleaning equipment. 

Special arrangements have been 
made for reception of oversea visitors 
and full interpreter service has been 
wranged. Shipping and forwarding 
agents will be in attendance to solve 
buyers’ problems. 

A limited supply of illustrated bro- 
chures are available from Trade Devel- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Additional details and information 
may be obtained from The Secretary, 


| Institute of Materials Handling, 20-21 
'Took’s Court, Cursitor Street, London, 


EC, 4—U. S. Embassy, London. 


World Fair To Be Staged 
With Minnesota Centennial 


An international trade exhibition is to 
be held in the St. Paul Auditorium, May 
118, to coincide with the Minnesota 
Centennial Festival of Nations and in 
@njunction with Statehood Centennial 
Week to be celebrated May 5-11. 

Many foreign countries have been 
invited to participate in the fair with 
commercial or cultural displays, or by 
ending representatives, and several 
lave indicated an intention to do so. 

One floor of the auditorium will be 
devoted to the commercial presentation 
foreign products and services. An- 
ther will house cultural exhibits devel- 
med by the numerous nationality 
foups within the State of Minnesota 
ind by foreign Governments and agen- 
ties, Because of the short period of time 

(Continwed on page 80) 
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Belgrade World Fair Stimulates 
Yugoslav Foreign Trade Activity 


The first postwar international trade fair to be staged at Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, held August 23-September 2, attracted some 1,500 ex- 
hibitors and over 1.1. million visitors during its 11-day term. Business 
activity at the fair reported by exhibitors exceeded all expectations, 
according to final announcements by the management. 

Total volume of contracts reportedly concluded at the fair 
amounted to 134 billion dinars, about 12 percent of which represented 


foreign sales and purchases. 


Figured at the commercial exchange 
rate of 632 dinars to the dollar, fair 
transactions involving foreign trade 
totaled US$10.5 million in terms of 
Yugoslav imports and US$15.3 million 
in exports from the country, a volume 
that will probably represent about 1.5 
percent of Yugoslavia’s total foreign 
trade for 1957. 


Interviews after the fair had closed 
revealed that some of the reported con- 
tracts might have been only preliminary 
negotiations which did not later result 
in actual sales. Reportedly, in their 
enthusiasm, Yugoslav enterprises will 
undertake to assure foreign firms that 
if a particular type of equipment is dis- 
played, they will be able to obtain the 
necessary foreign exchange to purchase 
it. However, the possibility exists that 
these assurances might prove prema- 
ture, as Yugoslav banks are unable to 
give guarantees that the needed ex- 
change can be made available. 


Paid Admission Over 1 Million 


Attendance at the fair is efficially 
reported at 1,159,683 persons, the great 
majority of whom were paid admissions. 
The management claims that only some 
7,000 to 10,000 free passes were issued. 

Regular admission fee was 50 dinars 
but children, students, military person- 
nel, and group visitors were admitted 





Finish Motor Exhibit 
Canceled 


The International Automobile 
Exhibition, which was to be held 
in Helsinki, Finland, May 9-18, has 
been canceled. This decision is 
said to have been prompted by the 
current difficult economic situa- 
tion in that country and its effects 
on the automobile trade. 

Efforts are being made to or- 
ganize an exhibition of somewhat 
broader scope, which would fea- 
ture motors, marine engines, scoot- 
ers, bicycles, roadbuilding equip- 
ment, and other vehicles.—U. S. 
Embassy, Helsinki. 














at the special rate of 30 dinars. In an 
effort to keep public attendance to a 
minimum during certain periods in order 
to afford commercial visitors more free- 
dom of movement and time for uninter- 
rupted inspection of exhibits and busi- 
ness discussions, the entrance fee was 
raised to 200 dinars between the hours 


8 am. and 2 p.m. on 3 so-called com- 
mercial days. During these times, aver- 
age attendance was estimated at from 
7,000 to 8,000, compared with the peak 
days when over 100,000 attended the 
fair. 

The management registered 1,186 
commercial and Government visitors 
from 26 countries, a figure which ap- 
parently accounts for only a portion 
of the foreign visitors who actually 
attended the fair. Local hotel records, 
for example, indicated that more than 
10,000 foreigners visited Belgrade dur- 
ing the fair term. 

Several special offices were established 
at the fairgrounds to facilitate com- 
mercial transactions. An imformation 
office of the National Bank was main- 
tained to provide commercial visitors 
with information on the Yugoslav for- 
eign exchange system and on export, 
import and customs regulations. The 
Yugoslav Foreign Trade Bank also as- 
sisted along these lines and had repre- 
sentatives at the fair to answer gen- 
eral foreign trade inquiries and to 
explain pertinent trade agreement and 
banking relationships with other coun- 
tries. Officials representing the Federal 
Chamber of Foreign Trade, the Govern- 
mental Committee for Foreign Trade, 
and the Yugoslav Investment Bank like- 
wise served in an advisory capacity, 


22 Countries Represented 


Of the 1,500 exhibitors at the fair, 
850 were identified by the management 
as foreign participants representing 22 
countries. Although most of the so0- 
called foreign exhibitors were actually 
the local agents of non-Yugeslav con- 
cerns, many of the foreign companies 
had their own personnel at the exhibits 
to work in close association with. their 
Yugoslav representatives. The presence 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Munich Fall Food Show 
Part of 8th Centennial 


The 1958 International Exhibition of 
Groceries and Specialty Foods, the 
IKOFA, will be held at Munich, Ger- 
many, September 25-October 5, and will 
coincide with the famous “Oktober- 
fest.” Both events are scheduled as a 
part of the year-long celebration of 
Munich’s eighth centennial. 

The U. S. manufacturers and export- 
ers planning to participate in the ex- 
hibition should register their interest 
before May 31 with the organizers of 
the fair, Internationale Kolonialwaren- 
und Feinkost-Ausstellung, Theresien- 
hoehe 14, Munich 12, Germany. Space 
application forms and descriptive bro- 
chures on the IKOFA are available 
from Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


The fair will be held at the exhibi- 
tion park near the center of the city 
which affords some 55,000 square meters 
of covered display space and about 60,- 
000 square meters of open exhibition 
grounds. Exhibits will be classified in 
10 categories: Groceries and specialty 
foods, beverages, shop layout, food au- 
tomats, storage equipment, packing, 
transport facilities, office equipment, 
advertising, and industrial clothing. 


Space rates for indoor locations range 
from 45 marks to 75 marks a square 
meter, depending upon the type of 
booth, and 25 marks a square meter for 
outdoor space, with minimum reserva- 
tions set at 15 square meters for booth 
locations and 20 square meters in the 
open area (4.2 German marks=US$1). 
Electric power at the exhibition site is 
250 volts, a.c. and d.c., 50 cycles; and 
380 volts, 50 cycles, 3 phase. Water and 
telephone services are available. 

The first IKOFA held in Munich in 
1956 occupied a total exhibition area 
of 80,000 square meters, about half of 
which was covered space, and attracted 
966 exhibitors, 301.of whom were for-. 
eign. Of the 360,000 visitors who at- 
tended the 1956 event, 19,500 came 
from outside Germany. 

About 32 percent of those attending 
represented food trades.—U. S. Consu- 
late General, Munich. 





Vienna Trade Show Opens; 
20 Countries Displaying 


Some 3,700 exhibitors, including 1,048 
foreigners representing 1,931 firms 
from 20 countries, are displaying their 
products at the Vienna International 
Trade Fair, March 9-16. Greatest rep- 
resentation among foreign participants 
is West Germany, according to the 
press, followed by Great Britain, the 


28 


United States, Switzerland, France, and 
Italy. 

The International automobile sH®w is 
the main attraction at the fair. In the 
American pavilion, Austrian representa- 
tives of American Motors, Chrysler, 
Ford, General Motors, Studebaker- 
Packard and Willys-Overland will dis- 
play their newest models. 

United Austrian Iron & Steel Works 
announced a special display of equip- 
ment for the petroleum industry in its 
pavilion.—U. S, Embassy, Vienna. 





Office Machinery Exposition, 
Conference Set for Chicago 


An early sellout of exhibit space and 
a heavy flood of advance registrations 
for conference sessions indicate that the 
1958 International Conference and Na- 
tional Office Machinery and Equipment 
Exposition will be among the biggest 
ever held in Chicago. 

Both of these events are to be held 
at the Conrad Hilton Hotel, May 25-28, 
and are sponsored by the National Office 
Management Association, a professional 


. group of over 18,000 business executives 


with chapters in 170 cities. 

Several thousand businessmen are ex- 
pected to take part in the 3 full days 
of conference sessions, beginning on 
Monday, May 26, which will cover the 
latest management techniques and cur- 
rent problems facing supervisory man- 
agement. In addition to five well known 
management personalities who will serve 
as speakers on the conference program, 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale is scheduled 
to speak at the May 27 annual banquet. 

More than 40,000 persons will view 
the most up-to-date office equipment 
and machinery displayed in the exposi- 
tion by over 120 leading manufacturers 
and suppliers of office furniture, equip- 
ment, systems, machinery, and suppliers, 
according to NOMA. 

Information about the conference and 
exposition may be’ obtained from Na- 
tional Office Management Association, 
1931 Old York Road, Willow Grove, Pa. 


Belgrade World ... 


(Continued from page 27) 
of these technicians undoubtedly stim- 
ulated business activity at the fair. 

According to the fair catalog, there 
were four VU. S. firms directly repre- 
sented and 18 American concerns whose 
agents had exhibit space. In most in- 
stances, the local agents had little more 
than some advertising material from 
the U. S. company on display. 

In appraising the fair, the U. S. Em- 
bassy at Belgrade describes it as a 
means by which American industry can 
promote and expand its foreign trade, 
bearing in mind the limited size of the 
Yugoslav market and the shortage of 
hard currencies available to the econ- 
omy. The exhibition also offers an excel- 
lent opportunity for American importers 
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Kontor 59, an international office y 
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chine exposition, will be held in Steg” Oh 
holm’s St. Erikshallen, September ggptité SUF 
October 5. The last date for receipt ogganufactu 


applications is March 31, 1958. wmany ‘ 

Organized by the Association of Offical the’ Uni 
Machine Dealers, the exposition is exdecly 3 P 
pected to attract visitors from all over im} 
Scandinavia. Further information, inggpereen' 
cluding applications for exhibition spacebedios: art 
may be obtained by writing directly tojjed bec 
Kommissariatet Kontor 59, Ostermaly insuff 





gatan 34, Stockholm. re 
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The 12th International Trade Fair ofigaily p 


Ghent, held September 7-22, attractedipughls 


817 domestic exhibitors and 532 fo the 
eign participants from 19 countries, i in 
cording to the management, U 
In addition to the usual compreheniues t 
sive variety of products and services)sishly 


presented by the commercial partichkiusts an 
pants, four countries—Chile, France |mpes ar 
Italy, and the ».Netherlands—mountedigqn9 to 
official Government exhibits at the fair, jsstes of 
Some 380,000 persons visited the exhi-Igsrated 
bition, fair officials reported. A loanigy to 2( 
copy of the official catalog of the 12th} ~ 

Ghent Fair is available from the Trade |fosible 
Development Division. Televisio 





The Imported Motor Car Show, held 
at the Shrine Exposition Hall, Los 
Angeles, January 9-19, was a complete 
success in all aspects, according to an 
announcement by the management, or 

Products of 50 manufacturers from 8}; S. 
countries were presented at the show,|—. . 
among which were several lines intro Televi 
duced for the first time in the United )¥ ime ° 
States. Attendance totaled 141,600 per- tas obt 
sons. Exhibitors expressed gratification }™@ ® ‘ 
with their participation, reporting the /™ 4 
show provided an excellent opportunity 
to establish new dealerships and gen- 
erally to strengthen and widen existing 
lines of distribution. 

Plans are now under way for the 1959 )* 
Imported Motor Car Show for which 
some distributors already have reserved 
display space. Details are available from 
the sponors, Ted Bentley Productions, 
666 North Robertson Boulevard, Los 
Angeles 46, Calif. Pr 
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to examine at first hand the composi- 
tion and quality of Yugoslav manufac- 
tures and to establish business relation- 
ships with the producers, 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
1957 Belgrade International Trade Fair 
are available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

The next Belgrade trade fair will be 
held August 23-September 2, 1958. 
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ope Main Supplier of 
Lebanese Radio Market 


market in Lebanon for radio re- 
vers, roughly 30,000 units a year, is 
sing supplied mostly by European 
snufe turers, primarily those of West 
and the Netherlands. 

















imported compared with nearly 


on, percent a decade ago. Sales of U. S. 
1 Spa ys are reported to have been re- 
Ctly fed because of price disadvantages, 
ma j insufficient lines of multiband table- 


| receivers with comparatively 
and conspicuous cabinets, gen- 
preferred by the Lebanese. 
y half of the radios imported 
m the United States are radios in- 
alled in imported automobiles. 
The United States, however, con- 
ies to supply a significant share, 
ighly 20 percent, of radio compo- 
mis and tubes. Imports of electron 
bes are believed to be approximately 
Ountedi9n00 to 100,000 units annually. Esti- 
le fairisstes of the number of radio receivers 
prrated in Lebanon range from 160,- 
} to 200,000. 


fossible Market for U. S. 

Ielevision in '58 

With the establishment of television 
Lebanon in late 1958 or early 1959, 
jmarket probably can be found for 
1S. television receivers appropriately 
modified to the 625-line West European 
ds, or receivers manufactured by 
0 §. subsidiaries or licensees abroad. 


Television broadcasts will be supplied 
ythe Television Co. of Lebanon, which 
0 per. lw obtained a 15-year license to oper- 
t## a commercial transmitting station 
g the pllh authorization to devote 25 percent 
i broadcasting time to advertising. A 
fm order has been placed with a 
fench firm for a 500-watt transmitter 
laving a range of 50 to 80 kilometers. 
Momoters have estimated that 5,000 

ision receivers will be in use within 
te first year of telecasting and perhaps 
0000 at the end of 5 years.—U. S. 
tnbassy, Beirut. 









Radio and TV Supp 


lies in Mexico 


Exceed Consumer Demand in '57 


Mexican production of television and radio receivers and parts 
in 1957 increased substantially over 1956 levels, but a slackening in 
consumer demand, beginning in June 1957, caused some retrenchment. 

As the result of a large volume of factory and dealer inventories 
held at the end of 1957, output is not asst to increase greatly, if 


at all, in 1958. 


The United States, according to trade 
statistics, is the major source of import 
requirements, supplying in 1956 and 
early 1957 well over 90 percent of Mex- 
ico’s imports of all radio and television 
receivers and chassis, television-picture 
tubes, and radiophonograph combina- 
tions. The United States accounted for 
73 percent of receiving tube imports in 
1956; the Netherlands, 21 percent; and 
most of the remainder were from Japan, 
Germany, and the United Kingdom. 


Increasing competitive strength in 
the import market for loudspeakers has 
been shown by the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom. Preliminary data, 
however, indicate a drastic decline in 
imports of loudspeakers in 1957 as the 
result of an oversupply in 1956. 


50 Percent of Parts Imported 


Trade sources generally agree in esti- 
mating that about 50 percent of all 
components and parts entering into 
Mexico’s radio-TV manufacture must be 
purchased from foreign sources. Mex- 
ican imports of a broad category of 
electronic components and accessories— 
not necessarily restricted to use in 
radio-TV receiver production—such as 
capacitors, resistors, coils, transform- 
ers, diodes, transistors, electron tube 
parts, panels, switches, knobs, ear- 
phones, microphones, and many others, 
increased from $4,421,000 in 1955 to 
$6,110,000 in 1956. The total for 1957 
may approach $8 million of which the 
United States is expected to supply 
about 70 percent. The remainder is ob- 
tained principally from Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, and 
Canada. 

Mexico has 11 operating television 
stations, and the establishment of 6 





Production of Still Cameras 
In Britain Declines Further 


Deliveries of still-picture cameras by 

ftitish manufacturers in the first half 

Fair #1957 were valued at £888,000, com- 

rade fared with £1,267,000 in the like period 

#1956, a decline of 23 percent and 30 

b - pent respectively, from the 1955 and 

deliveries, according to the Busi- 

be and Defense Services Administra- 
fon, U. S. Department of Commerce. 
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Production of 35-mm. cine projectors 
was valued at £754,000 in 1956—most 
recent data available—compared with 
£1,131,000 in 1955, a 33.4 percent de- 
crease (£1=—US$2.80). The value of pro- 
duction for other projectors was the 
same for 1955 and 1956—£1,591,000. 


British output of sensitized film and 
other sensitized goods was valued at 
£25,822,000, an increase of 21.7 percent 
and 7.4 percent respectively over 1954 
and 1955. 





more is steels before the end of 
1958. About 300,000 television receivers 
are.in operation in the country, of which 
about 250,000 are in the Federal Dis- 
trict and its immediate area. Over 3 
million radio receivers are estimated to 
be in use, 


Estimates of Mexico’s production and 
imports of specified items of television 
and radio equipment are shown in the 
accompanying table. 





Production! Total Imports* 
(1,000 units) (1,000 units) 
1955 1956 1957 1955 1956 
Television 
receivers .......... 40 80 120 2.7 3.9 
Automobile radio 
receivers ..........1 1 1 7.1 8.7 
Other radio 
receivers .......... 250 310 320 5.6 5.9 
Radiophonograph 
combinations .. 25 31 32 0.6 0.6 
Television receiver 
CRITE. ettines 32 70 110 8.0 12.0 
Radio-receiver 
chassis .............. 90 250 300 64.0 67.0 
Loudspeakers .... 150 350 300 110.0 311.0 
Television picture 
CHRO. saiececen. 30 48 60 37.5 64.0 
Receiving tubes — — 250 4,000.0 5,600.0 


1Production estimates conform in general 
with upper limits in range of estimates ob- 
tained rom industry informants. 

2Unofficial data, partly estimated to cover 
imports into ‘‘free zones’’ established to 
facilitate imports from the U. S. into par- 
ticular areas. 

Thirty-eight manufacturers or as- 
semblers -of radio and television re- 
ceivers and about 80 manufacturers of 
component parts and materials are now 
in operation in Mexico. About 85 per- 
cent, by value, of all production is 
centered in or near the Federal District 
with the remainder at Monterray and 
Guadalajara. 


Foreign investment or participation 
takes the following forms: Direct in 
vestment in a subsidiary firm incorpo- 
rated as a Mexican company; financial 
participation in a Mexican firm utilizing 
foreign licenses and techniques; or li-- 
censed production of a foreign brand, 
without investment by the foreign firm 
but usually with its technical direction 
and assistance. Of 24 brand names cur- 
rently being used by manufacturers of 
television sets, 15 are of U. S. origin, 7 
are Mexican brand names, and 2 are 
European. Eight companies under for- 
eign control or probable financial par- 
ticipation produced about 67 percent in 
1956 of all television receivers.—U. S. 
Embassy, Mexico City. 
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Norweigan Trade in Radios Gaining 


Norway’s imports and exports of consumer-type radio receivers, 
parts, and related equipment have followed a rising trend from 1954 


through the first 8 months of 1957. 


Almost the entire import market for radio receivers, totaling about 
17,500 units in 1956 and 8,200 units in 8 months of 1957, has been 
supplied by West Germany—56 percent in 1957, and the Netherlands 
—43 percent. These countries also lead in the sale of radio parts and 


tubes to Norway. 


With relaxation of controls over dol- 
lar imports, the U. S. share of the 
Norwegian market for radio compo- 
nents increased from 1956 to early 1957 
as follows: Tubes, from 5 to 12 per- 
cent; amplifiers, from 3 to 41 percent; 
and other radio parts, from 1 to 6 
percent. 


Africa, Near East Import 
Most Receivers 


Norway’s exports of 15,400 radio re- 
ceivers in 1956 and 8,635 in the first 
8 months of 1957 went principally to 
Africa and the Near East. Of the total 
exports of loudspeakers in 1956, valued 
at 2 million crowns, those to Brazil 
accounted for 75 percent; however, 
Brazil took less than one-fourth of the 
total amount, valued at 8 million 
crowns, in the first 8 months of 1957 
(1 crown=US$0.14). 


A rising export demand is reported 
for Norwegian-produced tape recorders, 
some of which have been supplied to the 
United States. 


The output of 14 radio producers in 
Norway is reported to be slightly in 
excess of 100,000 receivers a year, about 
the same as domestic consumption, inas- 
much as imports and exports have been 
roughly in balance. Over a_ million 
radio receivers are now in operation in 
Norway. 

Norwegian foreign trade in radio 
products for the years 1954-1956 and 8 
months of 1957 is shown in the ac- 
companying table. 


{In millions of crowns]! 


Aug 
1954 1955 1956 1957 
Imports: 
Radio receivers. ........ 1.4 3.6 5.2 2.0 
Electron tubes ........... 3.0 3.1 4.6 5.0 
Amplifiers . bsdbsicksos SEDO 0.5 0.2 0.1 
Other radio parts .... 2.1 2.7 3.1 2.1 
a Te 7.3 9 3.1 2 


Exports: 
Radio receivers ...... 
Loudspeakers . 
Other radio parts .... 


TE 2.7 1 5 2 
41 crown=US$0.14. 


Very little foreign capital is known 
to be employed in Norwegian radio pro- 
duction, A _ subsidiary of Philips of 
Eindhoven engages in some local manu- 
facture but is generally recognized as 
an importer rather than a producer. 

Although television in Norway is still 
in the experimental stage, some Nor- 
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wegian radio firms have produced 
television receivers for trial and demon- 
stration purposes. These receivers and 
a few imported sets are used to view 
experimental broadcasts or programs 
from other countries when’ conditions 
are favorable. The Norwegian Radio 
Producers Association has requested im- 
port restrictions reserving at least 75 
percent of the prospective market for 
domestic producers but reportedly has 
been informed that Norway’s commit- 
ments under the Organization for Euro- 
pean Economic Cooperation liberaliza- 
tion program made such a guaranty 
impossible——U. S. Embassy, Oslo, 





Italian Footwear 
Exports Soar 


Italian footwear exports are continu- 
ing to develop at an amazing rate. Value 
of total exports doubled from 1955 to 
1956 and apparently doubled once again 
from 1956 to 1957. 


The quantity and value of footwear 


exports in the first 10 months of 1957, 
1956, and 1955 are as follows: 


Pairs Value 
exported in millions of lire’ 
SRPRRTES i ee 5,506,856 15,424 
, rere 2,685, 254 7,686 
 Saphie, t oa et 1,401,490 3,777 
1625 lire=US$1. 
Italian footwear exported to the 


United States in 1957 exceeded $5 mil- 
lion as the American market expanded 
rapidly. Sales to West Germany in 1957 
more than tripled those in 1956, how- 
ever, and West Germany has now re- 
placed the United States as the leading 
foreign market. 


Principal foreign markets and the 
quantity of footwear exported thereto 


in the first 9 months of 1957, 1956, and 
1955 follow: 





Country of 1957 1956 1955 
destination 

West Germany ....... 1,030,650 293,158 123,973 
United States ......... 947,759 630,761 344,902 
Switzerland 9,221 380,926 225,641 
Sweden .......... 446,031 156,173 84,359 
WENENNOG, crvcecccsconsisernse 431,220 135,055 42,948 
United Kingdom.. 417,978 260,902 115,992 


Source: U. 8. Consulate General, Milan. 





The 1958 tobacco crop in Honduras is 
tentatively estimated at 8.6 million 
pounds, .6 million larger than the 1957 
crop, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 


— | 





Oslo University Offers | 


New Summer Course 


The University of Oslo, which 
each year sponsors a special sum. 
mer school for American students, | 
has added a new course intended 
primarily for students of foreign 
trade and business administration 
and for businessmen interested in 
import-export relations with Nor. 
way and other Scandinavian coun- 
tries. 

Participants in the 6-week 
course, beginning June 28, will 
spend the first 3 weeks at Oslo 
University and the last 3 weeks 
on a guided field tour to repre- 
sentative plants in southern and 
northwestern Norway. 

A prospectus of the course may 
be consulted in the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, or at any of 
the Department’s Field Offices. 














Canadian Leather Shoe 
Production Up Slightly 


Canadian leather-footwear production 
in the first 11 months of 1957 totaled 
39,570,710 pairs, a slight gain over the 
39,500,925 pairs produced in the first 
11 months of 1956. 


November 1957 production amounted 
to 3,542,982 pairs, a decrease of 283,151 
pairs from the preceding month and a 
decrease of 209,330 pairs from Novem- 
ber 1956. x 

Footwear produced with leather soles 
in the 1957 period amounted to 14,363, 
829 pairs while in 1956 it totaled 15, 
963,785 pairs. 

Production of leather footwear, by 
type, for the period January-November 
1957 and 1956 was as follows: 











1957 1956 
: seseereeee 8, 883,376 9, 249,408 
Sf Set ESS 5 Pre 1,474,762 1,385,085 
| | ine dens, eee 295,468 
Women's and growing 
Ep Ree Reale a es 19,042,565 18,798,392 
eee 4,050,748 3,961,783 
Children’s and little 
gente’ |........:. Fs 2,930,911 2, 928, 655 
Babies’ and infants........ 2,902,724 2,887,139 
| ip TRG ears es 39,570,710 39, 500,925 


Factories in operation in November 
totaled 256 and were located as follows: 
Newfoundland, 2; Nova Scotia, 1; New 
Brunswick, 4; Quebec, 145; Ontario, 91; 
Manitoba, 6; and British Columbia, 7. 


World Fair... 


(Continued from page 27) 
left for preparation, most of the foreign 
goods to be exhibited commercially is 
expected to be furnished by U. S. rep 
resentatives of foreign producers. 

Additional details concerning | this 
event may be obtained from the Festi- 
val of Nations, 183 W. Kellogg Boule- 
vard, St. Paul 2, Minn. 
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Taiwan Handicraft 
Imports Permitted 


The following is a list of Taiwan 


handicraft items permissible for import 


jnto the United States under the cer- 
tificate-of-origin procedure as of Janu- 
ary 29, 1958. 

The addition of this list to the proce- 


‘dure was referred to in an article en- 


titled “List of Goods permitted import 
ynder Foreign Assets Controls Made 
Current,” which appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 3. The list, 
was inadvertently omitted 
from the publication. These items are: 


Ceramics, including vases, bowls, dishes 
and animal figures; dolls, embroideries, and 
drawn work, including ladies’ garments, ac- 
cessories, shawls, piece goods, and cushion 
covers. 

Furniture, chests, house furnishings, kitch- 
en utensils, bowls, baskets, and gift items 
made in whole or in part of bamboo, rattan 
or wood; greeting cards and miscellaneous 
paper decorative objects. 


i terns; matting and floor coverings; 
miscellaneous items made in whole or in 
of shell, coral, fishbone, metal, buffalo 


orn, and ramie; musical instruments; 


pa- 
per and silk scrolls and wall paper. 








Belgian Import-Export Firm 
Denied U. S. Export Rights 


Anc. Etabl. Hofman, an import-export 
firm of Ghent, Belgium, and its owner, 
Andre Gryp, have been barred from all 
U. S. export privileges for the duration 
of U. S. export controls for illegal diver- 
sion of U. S. boron products and paraf- 
fin wax valued at over $70,000, the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

BFC said that in 1955 the Hofman 
firm, having obtained from U. S. sup- 
pliers 130 tons of borax and 200 tons 
of paraffin wax ostensibly destined for 
consumption in Italy and _ Belgium, 
transshipped the materials to a commu- 
nist-controlled destination in Eastern 
Europe. The Belgian firm did this in 
flagrant disregard of U. S. antidiversion 
notices appearing on the bills of lading 
covering most of the shipments. 

An additional lot of,U. S.-origin borax 
and boric acid Hofman had purchased 
from a Belgian supplier also was trans- 
shipped to the same destination despite 
the supplier's warning to Hofman that 
U. S. export controls barred delivery to 
@ communist country without advance 
BFC approval. 

Hofman's violations of U. S. export 
control regulations were further ag- 
gravated by false statements made to 
U. S. Government officials investigating 
the diversions. The firm’s defense that it 
did not violate Belgian laws in trans- 
shipping the materials was rejected by 

C on the grounds that recipients of 
U. S. goods who are informed of U. S. 
Testrictions on their disposition are 
bound by such restrictions. 

BFC’s denial order, effective Febru- 
ary 24, prohibits Hofman and its owner, 
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and any other persons or firms with 
whom they may be associated by owner- 
ship, control, or position of responsibil- 
ity, from receiving, disposing, financing, 
or otherwise participating in U. S. ex- 
ports, either directly or indirectly. The 
order, further states that no export or 
related service shall be performed for 
them by any person or firm. 





ICA Issues Procurement 
Authorizations for Viet-Nam 


The International Cooperation Admin- 
istration (ICA) has issued procurement 
authorizations for Viet-Nam totaling $28 
million. 


Authorizations for textile products— 
$12 million—are again the largest for 
any single commodity grouping. Other 
major products authorized for procure- 
ment include petroleum products, $4 
million; rubber products, $1.5 million; 
and miscellaneous vehicles, $1.5 million. 


Full details concerning these procure- 
ment authorizations are available in 
ICA Procurement Information Bulletin 
No. 58-7, February 12. This publication 
may be subscribed to without charge. 
Requests for subscriptions should be ad- 
dressed to the Office of Small Business, 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion, Washington 25, D. C. 

U. S. exporters desirous of participat- 
ing in the trade generated by these and 
other procurement authorizations for 
Viet-Nam should keep in close commu- 
nication with their representatives in 
Saigon, who will be informed by the 
Viet-Namese Government when funds 
under these authorizations will be re- 
leased for allocation to importers. 





Tungsten Inquiry Dismissed 


The U. S. Tariff Commission reported 
to the President on February 28 that 
it has discontinued its investigation with 
regard to the difference in the cost of 
production of foreign and domestic 
tungsten ores and concentrates, under 
Section 336 of the Tariff Act of 1930. 
This investigation had been instituted 
on August 30, in compliance with Sen- 
ate Resolution 195, 85th Congress. 

The Commission concluded that, ow- 
ing to the highly abnormal and extraor- 
dinary developments which have affected 
the tungsten industries of all free world 
countries since 1950, it is impossible at 
this time to obtain information on either 
foreign or domestic production - costs 
that would be representative of normal 
operations as required by the statute. 
Accordingly, the Commission has dis- 
continued and dismissed the investiga- 
tion. 





Australian wool prices rose about 2.5 
percent at auctions in the week ended 
January 24, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports. : 





Tussah Silk Goods From 
India Importable 


Tussah silk piece goods from In- 
dia may now be imported into the 
United States under procedures 
agreed upon between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Foreign As- 
sets Control (FAC), U. S. Treas- 
ury Department, according to an 
announcement in the Federal Reg- 
ister, February 21. 

Certificates of origin are now 
being issued by India’s Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry with 
respect to tussah goods shipped to 
the United States directly, or on a 
through bill of lading from India. 

Other goods and countries from 
which imports are permitted un- 
der FAC controls are listed in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
3, page 46. 











ECAFE Groups... 


(Continued from page 2) 


Mr. McAvoy. This committee reviewed 
the progress and problems of industri- 


‘alization in the various countries of the 


region, focusing attention on the diffi- 
culties that are being experienced in 
the field and recommending steps which 
may be taken to stimulate further 
progress. 

The U. S. Government was repre- 
sented at the meeting of the Committee 
on Trade at Bangkok by a delegation 
headed by Eugene M. Braderman, Di- 
rector, Far Eastern Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, Department of 
Commerce. Edmund F. Becker, Deputy 
Director of the Office of Trade Promo- 
tion of the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce and George R. Jacobs were alter- 
nate representatives. Hubert M. Curry, 
First Secretary and Commercial At- 
tache, American Embassy, Karachi; 
Clyde R. McAvoy; and Thelma E. Vettel, 
Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State, served as advisers. This 
committee, which held meetings in 1955 
and 1956 as a Sub-Committee of the 
Committee on Industry and Trade, was 
elevated to a full committee last year 
as an expression of the interest of the 
countries of the ECASS region in trade 
problems. Among the matters consid- ~ 
ered by this committee at its recent 
Bangkok meeting were current devel- 
opments in trade and trade policies, re- 
view of import and export licensing 
policies and procedures, the proposed 
European Common Market, and ex- 
port promotion techniques and prac- 
tices. 





New Caledonia has a shortage of- 
meat, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Watch Imports Not Found To Be 
Threat to National Security 


Imports of jeweled and pin-lever watches and clocks are not threat- 
ening to impair the national security, the Director of Defense Mobiliza- 


tion announced on February 28. 


Mr. Gordon Gray stated this eonclusion in letters to the domestic 
horological industry. It was based, he said, on his evaluation of the facts 


developed during an exhaustive investi- 
gation of the relationship of the do- 
mestic horological industry to military 
and essential civilian requirements in a 
future emergency. 


He pointed out that in the years in- 
tervening since 1954, when this subject 
was last officially reported on by the 
Office of Defense Mobilization (ODM), 
not only has a marked reduction in 
mobilization requirements taken place, 
but a substantial expansion of precision 
skills and plant capabilities has become 
incorporated in our industrial economy. 

The associations had filed petitions 
with ODM under Section 7 of the Trade 
Agreements Extension Act asking Mr. 
Gray to determine whether imports 
were either a threat to or a “continu- 
ing impairment” of national security. 


Conclusions Summarized 


The Director’s report ends with the 
following: 

On the basis of the studies it has 
conducted, the Department of Defense 
has concluded that the hkorological in- 
dustry is not essential in the supply of 
items critically needed by the military 
in times of national emergency. 

It is the opinion of the Department of 
Commerce, after giving consideration to 
all factors, that essential civilian re- 
quirements for high precision jeweled 
timepieces during a national emergency 
could be met from domestic production 
that would be available, from inven- 
tories of such movements that are con- 
stantly widespread throughout distribu- 
tive channels, and such imports as may 
be possible from foreign sources. 

The mobilization requirements for 





watches and clocks have markedly de- 
creased. 


New weapons and new strategic con- 
cepts have drastically reduced the re- 
quirements for the types of military 
items in the production of which the 
horological industry has participated. 


The base for precision production and 
skills in our industrial economy has ex- 
panded substantially. 


The inter-agency Advisory Committee 
on the Watch Industry is of the opinion 
that the level of imports of horological 
prdoucts does not threaten to impair 
the national security. 


—" 


Public Law 480 Pact Signed. 
With the United Kingdom | 


A supplemental agreement providing 
for the sale to the United Kingdom of | 
$5 million worth of unmanufactured | 
tobacco, under Title I of Public Law ' 
480, was announced by the Department 
of Agriculture on February 24. 


The tobacco has been purchased and 
shipped by U. K. importers, through pri- 
vate U. S. traders, under a special ar- 
rangement made in contemplation of 
the signing of the supplemental agree- 
ment. The agreement will permit the 
U. K. to pay in sterling. The tobacco 
will be used to increase stocks and will 
not replace regular purchases under 
dollar allocations for tobacco in fiscal 
1958. 

Sterling proceeds from the tobacco 
sales will be used to construct family 
housing for U. S. military personnel in 
the United Kingdom. 





Flaxseed has been dropped from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation’s month- 
ly sales list for March, the only change 
from February, CCC has announced. 
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